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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors,  of  the 
County  Borougn  of  Birkenhead. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Health  Department  suffered  a loss  by  the  untimely  death  in 
April  1959  of  Dr.  J.S.  Seaton,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Dr.  Seaton  joined  the  staff  in  December  1953  and  was  a very  popular 
member.  He  will  be  missed  by  mothers  and  children  in  whose  welfare 
he  took  such  a keen  interest.  He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  J.A.  Black, 
who  commenced  duties  on  1st  July  1959. 

The  death  in  June  of  Miss  Arkwright,  Senior  Nurse  in  the  Home 
Nursing  Service,  after  a prolonged  period  of  illness  and  much 
suffering  was  mourned  by  her  colleagues  and  patients  alike.  Miss 
Arkwright  had  been  a member  of  the  staff  for  twelve  years  and  her 
loss  will  be  keenly  felt. 

Staff  changes  due  to  retirals  have  taken  place  in  the  Health 
Visiting  Staff.  There  is  still  a shortage  of  Health  Visitors  and 
without  the  training  scheme  the  Health  Visitors  establishment  would 
be  very  depleted. 

Fortunately  the  Public  Health  Inspection  and  Meat  Inspection 
staffs  have  remained  static.  This  has  enabled  the  Department  to 
proceed  with  the  Clean  Air  Campaign  and  to  continue  with  slum 
clearance. 

Mr.  R.  Baker,  Senior  Clerk,  who  had  served  the  Corporation 
faithfully  and  well  for  over  thirtyfive  years  retired  in  July.  The 
good  wishes  of  the  Health  Committee  were  conveyed  to  him  personally 
at  the  July  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee.  I welcome  this 
opportunity  of  adding  my  tribute  to  that  of  the  Committee. 

The  interest  of  the  Members  of  the  Council  in  general,  and  of 
the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  in  particular,  in  the  wide 
variety  of  work  of  the  Health  Department  stimulates  the  staff  who 
continue  to  give  loyal  and  conscientious  service.  The  co-operation 
of  Chief  Officers  and  Heads  of  Departments  has  again  been  a feature 
of  the  year's  work. 

I am  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging  all  the  help  I 
have  received  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.W.  LOBBAN , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


9,  Hamilton  Square, 
Birkenhead 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  Borough 

Estimated  population  (mid  1959} 

Density  of  population 
Number  of  houses  in  Borough  (at  1,4,59) 
Estimated  product  ojf  a penny  rate 
General  Rate 


8,588  acres  or  13.4  square  miles 

143,400 
16.8 
38,401 
£6,700 
18/3  in  the  £ 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  3IRTHS* 

There  were  2658  live  births  representing  a birth  rate  of  17,9 
per  1,000  population. 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

There  were  118  illegitimate  live  births  representing  44  3 per 
1,000  total  live  births. 

t>  i I 2 r.Tl',e 
i LL  u i I liO 

There  were  69  stillbirths  representing  25,3  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births 

Total  live  and  still  births  numbered  2727. 

INFANT  DEATHS 

There  were  56  deaths  in  infants  under  1 year. 


NFAHT  MORTALITY  RATE 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  " 


- 21-1 
= 20.8 
- 25,4 


NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

There  were  38  deaths  in  infants  under  four  weeks  representing 
14.2  per  1,000  total  live  births. 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE, 

There  were  29  deaths  in  infants  under  1 week  representing  10,9 
per  1,000  total  live  births. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  number  of  still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  totalled  98 
representing  35.9  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births, 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  was  one  maternal  death  representing  a rate  of- 0.36  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 
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DEATHS. 

1654  deaths  (843  males  and  811  females)  occurred  during  the 
year  representing  a death  rate  of  12.9  per  1,000  population.  The 
comparable  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6 

The  death  rate  for  recent  years  was  as  follows 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


Rate  per  1„000  Population 

. . 12  4 

14  2 

...  12  6 
...  11  8 
...  12  7 

...  133 

...  128 
...  12.7 

...  133 

. 12  9 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  56.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
is  21o  1 actually  0e9  lower  than  the  National  average  which  is  22, 
and  incidentally  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  This  is  an  extremely 
satisfactory  position  It  is  the  lowest  infant  mortality  rate  on 
record  in  Birkenhead  and  is  the  first  time  that  a rate  lower  than 
the  National  average  has  been  reported. 


It  represents  a target  which  will  be  very  difficult  to  achieve 
each  year. 

Everyone  engaged  in  child  care,  hospital  staffs,  general 
practitioners  and  the  Health  Department  staff  will  take  encouragement 
from  this  satisfying  figure  which  is  a useful  index  of  the  satisfactory 
nature  of  the  services  for  child  health. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  numbered  38  or  more 
than  half  the  total  deaths  under  1 year. 

This  represents  14o2  per  19000  total  live  births  compared  with 
the  National  figure  of  15.8. 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate,  i.e. , the  number  of  still  births 
and  deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  was 
35.  9. 


The  causes  of  death  in  these  56  infant  deaths  were  as  follows 


Pneumonia  8 

Bronchitis  2 

Gongen  ital  Malformations  13 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  28 

Accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle)  4 

Whooping  Cough  1 


56 


3 


Pour  children  under  1 year  have  died  as  a result  of  accidents 
other  than  motor  vehicle.  This  is  a reduction  of  two  compared  with 
last  year.  Constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  parents  is  necessary 
in  this  connection. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  constant  research  into  congenital 
malformations  and  congenital  diseases  may  result  in  a reduction  of 
infant  deaths  under  this  heading. 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 
Birkenhead  England  & Wales 


1950 

42 

30 

1951 

40.5 

30 

1952 

34.7 

27.6 

1953 

28  4 

26.8 

1954 

28.5 

25.5 

1955 

27.9 

24.9 

1956 

33,4 

23.8 

1957 

31.6 

23 

1958 

29.3 

22.5 

1959 

21.1 

22 

MATERNAL  DEATH. 

There  was 

one  maternal  death  representing 

a mortality  rate  of 

0.36  per  1,000 

total  births  compared  with  the  ' 

National  figure  of  0. 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 


(1958) 

Rates  per  1,000 
Population 

England  & Wales 

Respiratory 

16 

(17) 

0 11 

077 

Non~Respiratory 

1 

(1) 

0 007 

008 

17 

(18) 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  this  was  75  compared  with  90  in 
1958.  This  figure  of  75  represents  0.52  per  1,000  population  and 
compares  with  the  National  figure  of  0.464. 

Again  the  majority  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  males,  58  compared 
with  17  in  females. 

Recent  annual  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1951 

44 

5 

49 

1952 

46 

10 

56 

1953 

45 

8 

53 

1954 

57 

5 

62 

1955 

65 

17 

82 

1956 

48 

8 

56 

1957 

53 

7 

60 

1958 

79 

11 

90 

1959 

58 

17 

75 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  OTHER  SITES. 

These  deaths  numbered  212  giving  a rate  of  1.42  per  1,000 
population  compared  with  the  National  figure  of  1.67  per  1,000 
population. 

HEART  DISEASE. 

This  was  the  cause  of  death  in  546  cases  or  thirty  three  per 
cent  of  total  deaths® 

DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Pneumonia  111 

Influenza  19 

Other  infective  conditions  3 

Syphilis  2 

Whooping  Cough  1 


The  whooping  cough  death  occurred  in  a mongol  with  congenital 
heart  disease  under  1 year  of  age,  who  had  not  been  immunised  against 
whooping  cough. 

ACCIDENTS. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  were  the  cause  of  death  in  18  cases, 
while  other  accidents  caused  death  in  25  cases. 


SUMMARY  OF  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

Still  Birth  rate  (per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births) 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live 
births) 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live 
births) 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
(per  1,000  population) 

Deaths  from  Non -Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
(per  1,000  population) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lung  (per  1,000 
population) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Other  Sites 
(Per  1,000  population) 


Birkenhead 

17.9  . 

25.2 

12.9 

21  1 

14.2 
0.11 

0 c 007 
0,52 

1.42 


England  & Wales 

16.5 

20.7 

11.6 

22.0 

15.8 
0.077 
0.008 
0.464 
1.67 


MAtN  DEATH  RATES  PER  I.OCO  OF  THE  POPULATION  1959 


VASCULAR 
LESIONS 
OF  THE 
CENTRAL 
.NERVOUS 


ALL  OTHER 
DISEASES 


PNEUMONIA 
BRONCHITIS 
AND  OTHER 
RESPIRATORY 
DISEASES 


II  o 1 

/ NSYSTEM/ 

HFART  Alin  \/ 

(ALL  FORMS)  \ 

4.  u m 

1 

: CIRCULATORY  DISEASES  A. 

TL'BEBPUlncic 

l °.  1 1 I 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  - 1959 


(As  complied  by  the  Registrar-General) 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All  | 

Ages  j 

i — 

1 0" 

1- 

5“ 

15“ 

25° 

45“ 

65“ 

75“ 

All  causes 

Male 

843  , 

, 29 

4 

5 

11 

32 

273 

236 

253 

Female 

811 

27 

2 

3 

4 

32 

131 

195 

417 

1,  Tuberculosis 

Male 

13 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

7 

2 

2 

respiratory 

Female 

3 

= 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2°  Tuberculosis  other 

Male 

- 

= 

= 

= 

- 

- 

- 

= 

Female 

1 

= 

1 

- 

- 

= 

- 

- 

- 

3o  Syphilitic  disease 

Male 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Female 

1 

= 

= 

= 

- 

- 

1 

4:  Diphtheria 

Male 

- 

- 

r 

= 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Female 

~ 

= 

= 

- 

= 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

Male 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Female 

1 

1 

■= 

- 

- 

= 

= 

•= 

- 

6 Meningococcal 

Male 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

= 

- 

Infections 

Female 

=■ 

- 

■ = 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

7=  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Male 

- 

- 

- 

= 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Female 

- 

= 

= 

= 

- 

- 

- 

8,  Measles 

Male 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Female 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9,  Other  infective  and 

Male 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

parasitic  diseases 

Female 

1 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

“ j 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm 

Male 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

9 

5 

stomach 

Female 

20 

- 

= 

*» 

*» 

• = 

5 

5 

10 

11  Malignant  Neoplasm 

Male 

58 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

34 

17 

7 

lung,  bronchus 

Female 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

9 

2 

12o Malignant  Neoplasm 

Male 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- j 

breast 

Female 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5 

4 

13 , Malignant  Neoplasm 

Male 

uterus 

Female 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

4 

5 

14  Other  Malignant  and 

Male 

73 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

23 

27 

20 

Lymphatic  neoplasm 

Female 

69 

- 

- 

1 

- 

8 

19 

15 

26 

15° Leukaemia,,  Aleukaemia 

Male 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Female 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

16° Diabetes 

Male 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

Female 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

4 

17° Vascular  lesions  of 

Male 

91 

- 

- 

1 

= 

2 

26 

28 

34 

nervous  system 

Female 

124 

- 

= 

- 

- 

4 

14 

39 

67 

18  Coronary  di sease 

Male 

187 

- 

- 

- 

5 

66 

62 

54 

angina 

Female 

122 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

25 

40 

57 

19  Hypertension  with  heart 

Male 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

6 

2 

disease 

Female 

34 

= 

= 

= 

= 

4 

6 

24 

20= Other  heart  disease 

Male^ 

69 

= . 

= 

2 

14 

15 

38 

Female 

124 

= 

- 

2 

20 

17 

85 

21  Other  circulatory 

Male 

36 

- 

-- 

- 

1 

1 

8 

11 

15 

disease 

Female 

26 

- 

~ 

= 

- 

= 

3 

3 

20 

22  Influenza 

Male 

8 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Female 

11 

= 

= 

■ ~ 

- 

2 

1 

2 

6 

23  Pneumonia 

Male 

52 

3 

= 

- 

1 

1 

12 

14 

21 

Female 

59 

5 

= 

1 

- 

= 

3 

11 

39 

24  Bronchitis 

Male 

77 

2 

- 

- 

2 

32 

22 

19 

Female 

34 

- 

- 

1 

= 

1 

3 

8 

21 

25  Other  diseases  of 

Male 

15 

- 

= 

- 

- 

1 

7 

4 

3 

respiratory  system 

Female 

6 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

I 

2 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

Male 

10 

= = 

= 

= ; 

5 

1 

4 

duodenum 

Female 

5 

= 

- 

- 

- 

» 

1 

3 

1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis 

Male 

2 

- 

= 

- 

= 

2 

» 

- 

and  diarrhoea 

Female 

4 

= 

$ 

■= 

- 

2 

2 

28. Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Male 

3 

- 

■- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Female 

5 

** 

1 

1 

- ! 

2 

1 

7 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0= 

1= 

5° 

15= 

25= 

45= 

6 5= 

75= 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Male 

3 

= 

1 

2 

Female 

- 

= 

= 

3C  Pregnancy  childbirth 

Male 

- 

- 

- 

- 

= 

- 

= 

- 

abortion 

Female 

1 

- 

= 

- 

- 

1 

= 

= 

31  Conqeni tal 

Male 

13 

9 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

malformations 

Femalle 

5 

4 

= 

1 

= 

32. Other  defined  and  ill- 

Male 

59 

12 

*= 

1 

1 

1 

14 

7 

23 

defined  diseases 

Female 

75 

16 

= 

= 

1 

2 

10 

IB 

30 

33- Motor  vehicle 

Male^ 

15 

= 

- 

1 

5 

4 

4 

1 

accidents 

Female 

3 

- 

- 

= 

■= 

1 

° 

■= 

2 

34  All  other  accidents 

Male 

14 

3 

= 

l 

1 

O 

xJ 

4 

1 

1 

Female 

11 

1 

- 

1 

1 

8 

35. Suicide 

Male 

5 

= 

- 

= j 

1 

2 

2 

Female 

4 

- 

= : 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

36 -Homicide  and  operations 

Male 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

of  war 

Female 

1 

- 

1 

- 

“ 

1 : 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  formed  the  greater  number  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  - 1498  measles  and 
249  whooping  cough,  compared  with  882  cases  of  measles  and  320 
cases  of  whooping  cough  in  1958 


Cases  of  scarlet  fever  continued  to  be  mild  and  161  were 
notified® 


7 cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year, 
fortunately  all  relatively  mild® 


112  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  many  symptomless  and  in 
the  vast  majority  due  to  the  Sonne  Bacillus. 


8 


>H 

u 

O 

•*? 

CO 

tH 

CO 

0 

00 

pH 

<d 

X 

uD 

CO 

4-» 

8 

in 

CO 

co 

o 

CO 

LO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CD 

Sh 

2 

UO 

tH 

CO 

Q 

Cp 

CD 

CO 

CO 

Oh 

CO 

CO 

CO 

J 

pH 

Ch 

G h 

u! 

CM 

CO 

CO 

H 

tH 

CO 

CO 

'of 

o 5 

oH 

H 

O rS 

© 

o 

CO 

CO 

IO 

o 

00 

CO 

pH 

! 

8 

o 

co 

pH 

tH 

H 

CO 

CO 

pH 

*H 

in 

tO 

to 

Oh 

Oh 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CD 

Li! 

CO 

o- 

00 

CO 

*H 

00 

pH 

CD 

*H 

e-- 

f— 1 

H 

CO 

Ch 

W 

D 

CD 

o 

CO 

<H 

Oh 

CO 

CO 

o 

CO 

►H 

1 

8 

CO 

s 

2 

tO 

CO 

C- 

cn 

CO 

P 1 

o 

tH 

tO 

Oh 

pH 

tH 

CO 

t^H 

0 

°H 

0 

•H 

, 4-> 

X 

0 

i* 

8 

« 

B 

8 

i 

0 

1! 

8 

8 

-M 

rj  >h 

S H 

cH 

*H 

0) 

* 2 

>H 

0 

• 

6 

Dh 

5 

t 

8 

0 

1 

I ; 

1 

1 

0 l 

8 

8 

0 

°H 

H 

o 

D 

Dh 

•H 

• 

=M 

U. 

CO 

i 

3 

0 

CO 

D 

sH 

11 

0 

0 

CO 

CD 

>H 

■*=» 

pH 

O 

Lh 

0 

« 

y 

Dh 

-St* 

t-H 

csj 

” 

p — 1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'St* 

0 

»H 

Vn 

Li! 

■'tf 

o 

0 

o 

1 

1 

I 

8 

8 

o 

8 

CD 

X5 

+j 

XI 

o 

cu 

2 

H 

0 

D 

0 • 

1 

8 

o 

8 

0 

8 

8 

Q 

+J 

to 

CO 

H 

CO 

CO 

Oh 

H 

Oh 

0 

H 

CO 

CD  Sm 

r-i  0) 

u! 

Oh 

E"h 

U > 

0 CD 

OUh 

o 

CO 

0 

CO 

UO 

CD 

00 

CO 

CO 

8 

pH 

in 

2 

CO 

pH 

00 

o C 

6— i o 

CP  O 

G o t? 

•2S8 

u! 

•sr 

H 

! 

! 

1 

cH 

1 

0 

0 

8 

CO 

£ U G 

^ h— 1 

0 

2 

Oh 

tH 

0 

1 

' 

pH 

pH 

pH 

0 

H 

to 

"3 

<D 

«H 

. 

c 

0 

0 

* 

° 

° 

l 

4-> 

o 

u 

G 

CD 

Lh 

> 

>H 

CD 

, 

o 

S 

<— <| 

■M 

0 

1— | 

Uh  Wj 

0 

-o 

0 

0 G 0 

w 

in 

m 

G 

G 

O CD 

u 

u 

u 

8 

»H 

W *H  >h 

0 

G 

0 

m 

CP 

U +J 

CD 

CD 

<D 

w 

H 

*H 

CD  U H 

0 

>H 

>n 

OH 

Lh 

0 

U 

XJ  CD 

6 

0 

+J 

o 

S L.  L4 

, 

Q 

CD 

-5t< 

CD 

ro 

P U <D 

f — 1 

CO 

>H 

H 

w 

G O TJ 

0 

0 

0 

ii 

P 

8 

8 

Wt 

0 G 

o 

to 

tO 

CD 

»H  G 

V— 1 

CO 

CO 

to 

tH 

tH 

! CO 

•i 

0 

G <D 

CD 

Q) 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

(D 

CD 

G 

"H  CP 

S 

CP 

tD 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

S3 

ti_  < 

< 

•< 

•< 

< 

C 

< 

o 


Ophthal- 
mia 
Neon  a- 
to  rum 

111 

i 

i 

2 

6 

■ 

l 

i 

Food 

Poison 

ing 

u_° 

65 

TT* 

o* 

03 

rH 

* 

»H 

2 

55 

! 

8 

H 

rH 

«— i 

CO 

to 

to 

# 

3 

Ll 

i 

! 

1 

8 

-4-J 

5 o 

4->  »H 

0 

O' 

43 

Ph  »4h 

# 

G, 

a> 

8 

8 

0 

tS 

a> 

> 

u_ 

*H 

. — 1 

iH 

a> 

0 

4-J 

P 

►3  O 

g 

0) 

O 

< 

*4-1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

8 • — 1 »H 

L«  0 X 

o 

a>  l<  <u 

Ll. 

O*. 

8 

1 

d <D  Lo 

■«4* 

TT 

■*3* 

c 

Sa.^ 

•H 

> — i X 

Ll! 

i 

8 

9 

1 

1 

0 0 

BO, 

0 

m 

0 

1 

5 

8 

(0 

1 

rH 

CO 

LO 

03 

8 0 

Ll. 

=-H 

>H'— ! 
rv  <b 

W.& 

to 

2 

t>. 

8 

1 

8 

•*3* 

CO 

X 

8 .H  Li 

u! 

fl 

8 

8 

0 o q 

LlJd  ► 

c 

S&2 

4 

H 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

0 

o 

°H 

& 

Ll. 

0 

1 

8 

1 

8 

1 

8 

rH 

d 

ss 

5 

i? — i 

1 

0 

«H 

8 

r 

H 

0 

X* 

•H 

•H  &■* 

u! 

! 

0 

8 

8 

6 

9 

8 

Ll 

u o a> 

0 

5 -a  > 

■M 

>2 

2 

8 

8 

0 

8 

i 

§ 

■ 

t 

■0’S  .g 

o 

O* 

o 

E>* 

pH 

o 

Ll 

bl 

CSI 

t — 1 

»— 1 

H 

pH 

CD 

Ph 

§§| 

o 

+J 

b'-'  5 

d *4-t  Z 

. 

o- 

CO 

CN 

LO 

O'. 

1 

0 «cS 

1 — 1 

2 

CO 

<H 

rH 

rH 

1-1 

CO 

>N 

1—1 

cl 

to 

to 

to 

H 

o 

Li 

Li 

b 

Li 

a 

• H 

d 

d 

d 

0 

Cl 

to  -H  w 

0) 

<D 

<D 

> 

to 

•3 

C7* 

bo  h 

0 0)  8 

>S 

>* 

t>N 

o 

■3 

•H 

-Q  U <D 

X 

4-J 

U 

e u 

CO 

6 

° 

o x) 

d o 

8 

8 

H 

0) 

d o lo 

I 

Li  °H 

LO 

LO 

LO 

(1)  *4H 

r— I Ll  Ll 

LO 

i — 1 

CO 

M -H 

do  0 

S 4-» 

d -m  x 

<D 

<D 

0 

0 

3 O 

ss  a 

■h  '4-i  d 
lu  d t3 

< 

«r 

a* 

< ’ 

S 

10 


SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING  CASES  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CASES 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  FOOD  AND/OR  DRINK 

232  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  or  dysentery  were 
notified  during  the  year.  Investigations  involved  355  visits  to 
patient's  houses  and  the  submission  of  454  specimens  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

Remnants  of  food  suspected  to  have  caused  food  poisoning  are 
rarely  available  for  examination,  but  in  2 outbreaks  involving 
canteens,  portions  of  the  meals  concerned  had  been  kept  and  were  sub- 
mitted for  examination.  One  case  was  negative  and  in  the  other 
Clostridium  welchii  was  is  dated  from  roast  lamb,  but  as  this 
organism  was  not  isolated  from  the  patients,  no  definite  conclusion 
could  be  drawn. 


The  causal  agent  was  confirmed  in  the  following  cases 


Shigella  sonnei 
Salmonella  typhimurium 
Salmonella  enteri tides 


41  cases 
2 cases 
1 case 


One  person  continues  to  be  a carrier  of  Salmonella  typhi. 


The  cases  of  Shigella  sonnei  all  occurred  in  isolated  out- 
breaks, as  did  the  three  cases  of  Salmonella  food  poisoning. 

A case  occurred  where  a patient  died  from  heart  disease 
accelerated  by  symptoms  of  food  poisoning.  Staphylococcus  aureus 
was  at  first  thought  to  be  the  causal  agent,  but  this  was  not  confirmed. 

When  visits  are  made  to  the  houses  of  affected  families, 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  opportunity  afforded  to  give  advice  on  the 
need  for  personal  hygiene  and  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  infection. 


During  the  year  approximately  1,800  samples  of  various  kinds 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Birkenhead, 
the  Director  and  staff  of  which  have  continued  to  give  every  help 
in  our  investigations. 
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TUBERCULOSI So 
Notifications. 

The  Total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  was  113.  This  number  shows  a decrease  of  1 from  that  of  1958. 

Mortal  i ty. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  tuberculosis 
was  as  follows 

Respiratory 16 

Non-Re spir a tory  ...  ...  , . . 1 

17 


A decrease  of  1 on  the  figure  for  1958, 


Tuberculosis  Register* 

At  the  3ist  December,  1959,  the  Register  (including  transfers 
into  the  Borough)  showed  an  increase  of  8 compared  with  31st 
December,  1958?  and  was  as  follows 


Adults 

Children 
(Under  15  years) 

Total 

Respiratory  - Male 

7 39 

64 

803 

- Female 

597 

58 

655 

Non- respiratory  - Male 

25 

47 

72 

- Female 

50 

38 

88 

Totals  - Male 

764 

111 

875 

- Female 

647 

96 

743 

TOTAL 

1411 

207 

1618 

12 


FORMAL  NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  YEAR 

NUMBER  OF  PRIMARY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

Total 
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AGE  PERIOD 

Respiratory  - Males  . . . . . . 

Females 

Non “Respiratory  - Males 

Females 

| 

Death  returns  from  Local  Registrars 
Respiratory  - Males 

Females 

Non -Respiratory  - Males 

Females 

Death  returns  from  Reals trar- 
General  (Transferable  deaths) 
Respiratory  - Males 

Females 

Non-Respiratory  - Males 

Females 

Posthumous  Notifications 

Respiratory  - Males 

Females  . . 

Non-Respiratory  - Males 

Females 

TOTALS-; 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
CREMATION 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Referee  to  the 
Landican  Crematorium,  During  the  year  1878  cremations  took  place, 
compared  with  1838  cremations  in  1958, 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


During  the  year  the  Medical  Staff  carried  out  1004  medical 
examinations  as  follows  - 
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CO-ORDINATING  COMMITTEE  - PROBLEM  FAMILIES. 

During  the  year  the  problem  families  on  the  register  were 
reviewed  and  discussed  by  the  appropriate  members  of  the  Co- 
ordinating Committee.  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  4/59  was  the 
subject  of  preliminary  discussions  by  the  officers  concerned.  It  was 
agreed  that  substandard  houses  should  be  acquired  by  the  Council, 
first-aid  repairs  carried  out  and  the  houses  subsequently  let  to 
problem  families  at  low  rentals.  This  was  agreed  by  the  Borough 
Council. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Health  Committee  were  in  communication 
with  the  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society  about  the  Chiropody 
Service  for  the  aged  already  operated  by  that  Society.  Prom  the 
initial  information  obtained,  it  appeared  that  nearly  all  the 
demands,  except  possibly  from  expectant  mothers,  were  being  met.  The 
whole  position  will  be  reviewed  in  1960. 

STAFF  TRAINING,  MEETINGS  ETC. 

During  the  year  a helpful  address  on  ’’Infant  Feeding”  was  given 
to  the  staff  by  a consultant  paediatrician. 

In  March,  Doctors,  Health  Visitors,  Welfare  and  Mental  Health 
Staff  attended  a two-day  Course  of  Lectures  in  Wallasey  by  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  The  theme  was  ’’Human 
Relations”  and  thanks  to  the  kindness  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  Wallasey,  who  had  arranged  the  lectures,  the  members  of  the 
Birkenhead  staff  were  able  to  attend.  This  friendly  gesture  was  much 
appreciated  and  is  another  evidence  of  the  happy  spirit  of  co- 
operation which  exists  between  the  two  Health  Departments. 

HOME  SAFETY a 

A Joint  Exhibition  with  Civil  Defence  was  held  in  the  Autumn  at 
the  Fire  Station.  The  theme  was  "Check  That  Fall”.  The  attendances 
of  the  general  public  were  disappointing,  particularly  to  those 
members  of  both  Fire  Service  and  Health  Department  who  put  so  much 
thought  into  the  organisation  of  an  interesting  and  instructive 
exhibition. 

BYELAWS  - CONTROL  OF  TIPPING. 

Byelaws  made  under  Section  85  of  the  Birkenhead  Corporation 
Act,  1954,  for  regulating  the  tipping  of  spoil  and  refuse  were 
confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  came 
into  operation  on  December  1st,  1959. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Each  month  an  appropriate  subject  is  chosen  and  efforts 
concentrated  on  it  for  the  month.  A poster  display  at  Clinics 
stimulates  the  interest  of  mothers  and  forms  the  subject  of  small 
group  discussions  of  Health  Visitors  and  mothers. 
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The  subjects  chosen  are  from  the  wide  field  of  child  care  and 
family  life.  Reference  will  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  report 
to  mothercraft  and  fathercraft  classes  held  at  the  Ante-Natal 
Relaxation  Clinics  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  to  the  classes  at  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  St.  Catherines  Hospital. 

In  connection  with  the  Safety  in  the  Home  Campaign,  the 
energies  of  the  Health  Visitors  were  directed  towards  this  important 
work.  Demonstrations  in  the  Clinics  and  the  ever  helpful  talks 
during  home  visits  by  Health  Visitors  stimulated  interest. 

There  is  nothing  further  to  report  on  Cancer  Education  on 
Merseyside.  A meeting  of  the  working  party  was  held  in  April,  1959, 
but  no  further  developments  have  taken  place. 

INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESS 

The  total  number  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  on  31st  December, 
1959,  was  349  (131  males  and  218  females).  On  the  corresponding 
date  in  1958  there  were  340  names  on  the  register  (130  males  and 
210  females ) • New  cases  during  the  year  numbered  44  ( 15  males  and 
29  females).  8 inward  transfers  (4  male  and  4 female)  occurred. 

Deaths,  decertifications,  transfers  to  other  areas  accounted 
for  the  deletion  of  43  names  (22  males  and  21  females )• 

Partially  sighted  cases  numbered  93  (37  males  and  56  females) 
as  at  31.12.59.  Corresponding  figures  for  1958  were  100  (41  males 
and  59  females).  Additions  to  this  register  numbered  8 (5  males 
and  3 females)  during  1959. 

Deaths,  decertifications,  removals  from  the  borough  and 
transfers  to  the  Blind  Register  reduced  the  number  on  the  register 
by  15  (9  males  and  6 females). 

Of  the  349  Registered  Blind  Persons  176  ( 45  males  and  131 
females)  are  over  the  age  of  70,  and  of  the  partially  sighted  39 
(9  males  and  30  females)  are  over  70. 

There  are  13  blind  (4  male  and  9 female)  and  7 partially 
sighted  (6  males  and  1 female)  children  under  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  in  employment  number  41 
( 31  males  and  10  females ) and  19  ( 16  males  and  3 females ) 
respectively. 

During  1959,  97  examinations  were  carried  out  by  ophthalmic 
surgeons  - 69  first  examinations  and  28  re-examinations. 
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The  cause  of  blindness  in  the  44  new  registrations  was  as 
follows 


Cataract  . . . . o » 

. . » 

. o . 

14 

Glaucoma  . . . ...  ... 

... 

... 

6 

Congenital,  Myopic  and 

Otner  Defects  ...  ... 

. a . 

. . c 

24 

The  Partially  Sighted  Persons  notified  in  the  same  period  were 

Cataract  . . . . . . • . - • • • ...  4 

Congenital , Myopic  and 
Other  Defects  ...  . . . • • • o . . 4 

Aa  - Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 

(i)  Number  of  Cases 
Registered  during  the 
Year  in  respectof 
which  Para,  7 (c)  of 
Form  B.D.8  Recommends i- 

(a)  No  Treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (Medical, 

Surgical  or 
Optical) 

(ii) Number  of  Cases  at  (i) 
b)  above  which  on 
ollow-up  action  have 

received  treatment. 


B.  - Ophthalmia  Neonatorum* 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Cases  Nil 
Retrolental  Fibroplasia  Cases  Nil 


Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Others 

10 

1 

8 

8 

5 

20 

5 

5 

16 

SPASTICS  AND  EPILEPTICS* 

Spastic  Pup  i 1 s. 

The  particulars  given  below  relate  to  the  number  of  Birkenhead 
children  known  to  be  suffering  from  spastic  conditions  as  at 
3lst  December , 1959. 

School  Children  - 

Attending  ordinary  schools  . ..  . o.  ...  n pupils 
At  School  for  Spastics,  Birkenhead  . . 9 pupils 


20  pupils 

EP  i 1 eptics. 

There  are  51  epileptics  on  the  Handicapped  Persons  Register, 
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39  live  in  their  own  homes  and  12  are  in  Epileptic  Colonies 

The  problem  of  epilepsy  in  school  children  is  not  an  acute  one- 
only  l child  is  registered  on  the  Handicapped  Pupils  Register  as  an 
epileptic.  In  medical  inspections  in  1959,  12  children  were  noted 
to  be  kept  under  observation. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year.  Infant  Vfelfare  Centres  were  open  as 
follows 


Central  Clinic 

Monday  and  Wednesday 

2 - 

4pm 

South  Clinic 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday 

2 

4pm 

North  Clinic 

Wednesday  and  Thursday 

2 - 

4pm 

Balls  Road  Clinic 

Thursday  and  Friday 

2 

4pm 

Upton  Clinic 

Tuesday 

2 - 

4pm 

Woodchurch  Clinic 

Monday 

2 - 

4pm 

Prenton  Clinic 

Thursday 

2 - 

4pm 

Thingwall  clinic 

Alternate  Fridays 

2 ~ 

4pm 

Following  requests,  the  times  of  the  Prenton  and  Thingwall 
Clinics  were  changed.  As  will  be  seen  in  the  table  above  Prenton 
Infant  l^felfare  Centre  is  now  open  on  Thursday  afternoons  instead 
of  Wednesday  mornings,  and  Thingwall  ai  alternate  Friday 
afternoons  instead  of  Tuesday  mornings. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  changes  will  result  in  improved 
attendances. 
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Attendances  at 

Below  are 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

set  out  details. 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT, 

By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee,  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  children  under  5 years  of  age  can  receive 
dental  treatment  by  the  School  Dental  Staff  at  the  School  Dental 
Clinic* 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  dental  care  provided 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Children  under  five 

83 

8 0 

80 

75 

Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  provided  - 


Scal  = 
ing 
and 
gum 
Treat 
ment 

Fill- 

ings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat 

ment 

Crowns 

cr 

Inlays 

Extract- 

ions 

General 

Aiaes 

thetics 

r 

i Den ; 
Prov 

ures 

ided 

Radio 
' graph 

F\iil 
U or 
L 

Part 
U o 

L 

Expectant  and 

_ 

= 

= 

10 

1 

Nursing  Mothers 

Children  under 

five 

9 

154 

75 

DAY  NURSERIES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  during  the  year 


wame  o f 
Nursery 

Capaci ty 

No  on  register  at 

End  of  the  year 

Average  daily  at ten 
dances  during  the 
year 

02 

2“  5 

0=  2 

2 5 

Cavendish  Road 

25  places 

7 

19 

4 

13 

Old  Chester  Road 

j 25  places 

5 

20 

4 

15 

NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948* 

The  one  registration  under  this  Act  - 72  Cavendish  Drive  - was 
terminated  in  September  1959* 


NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - SECTION  187 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  Nursing  Homes  registered 
in  the  Borough, 

All  Nursing  Homes  are  inspected  periodically  by  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Health  Department, 
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CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

During  the  year,  218  premature  babies  were  bom  - 34  were  still 
born  and  184  bom  alive.  184  were  born  in  hospital  or  Nursing 
Homes  and  34  bom  at  home.  Premature  babies  are  the  subject  of 
particular  attention  by  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors. 


CONVALESCENT  TREATMENT. 

25  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  were  recommended  for 
convalescent  treatment  during  the  year. 


VOLUNTARY  AGENCIES  ASSISTED  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

(a)  St.  Elizabeth 9 s Convent.  Number  of  attendances  during  year  - 
Children  under  1 year  104  1st  Visits  862  Re-visits. 


(b)  Birkenhead  and  District  Mothers  Welfare  Clinic.  Of  the 
701  new  patients  who  were  given  advice  at  the  Clinic  during  the 
year,  279  were  residents  of  the  Borough. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  was  one  maternal  death  during  1959. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS. 

During  the  year  tiie  Centre  at  St.  Peter 9 s Hall,  Rock  Perry,  was 
closed.  There  had  been  a weekly  session  but  the  W.V.S.  who  manned 
it  found  it  increasingly  difficult  to  staff  and  the  attendances  also 
were  few. 

St.  John 5 s Room  in  St.  John  Street  (off  Grange  Road)  opened  on 
1st  July,  1959. 

This  Centre  is  staffed  by  W.V.S.  as  was  the  original  centre  at 
70  Grange  Road  West.  I am  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  Women "s  Voluntary  Services  for  their  continued  help 
in  this  well  worth-while  service. 
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MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


NUMBER  OF  MIDWIVES. 

Daring  the  year  50  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to 
practise  in  the  Borough,  as  follows 


Municipal  Midwives  11 
Private  Midwives  1 
Midwives  in  Hospitals  & Institutions  36 
Midwives  in  Private  Nursing  Homes  2 


50 

SUPERVISION. 

The  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives,  Miss  M.  Pringle,  S,R,N=, 
S.C.M. , H.V.C. , M.  T.D. , carried  out  the  following  work  - 


Inspection  of  Midwives.  Nursing  Visits  313 

Visits  to  midwives  homes  127 

Interviews  at  Office  569 

Visits  in  connection  with 

Cases  requiring  medical  aid  77 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Cases  of  stillbirth  12 

Expectant  mothers  16l 

Other  Visits  166 

Attendances  at  Ante  natal  Clinics  Municipal  123 

Attendances  at  Ante-natal  Clinics  G P 

Attendances  at  Relaxation  Clinics  82 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ATTENDED  BY  MIDWIVES  - 853. 

The  number  of  domiciliary  confinements  attended  by  midwives 
alone  (no  doctor  in  attendance)  numbered  709. 

CASES  REQUIRING  MEDICAL  AID. 

179  cases  were  notified  by  midwives  in  which  medical  aid  had 
been  called,  as  against  154  in  the  previous  year, 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  MIDWIVES 

Stillbirths  ii 

* Substitution  of  artificial  feeding  229 

Deaths  » 1 


Including  hospital  notifications 


MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVES 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Municipal 
Midwives  during  the  year* 

No,  of  Bookings  975 

No  of  Births  attended  - (a)  as  Maternity 

Nurse  130 

(b)  as  Midwife  693  823 

No,  of  Visits  to  patients  19650 
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INDEPENDENT  MIDWIVES 

Independent  Midwives  attended  sixteen  cases  as  Midwives  and 
fourteen  cases  as  Maternity  nurses  during  the  year. 

GAS  AND  AIR  ANALGESIA* 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  by  the  Municipal 
Midwives  to  541  patients  and  by  * independent  midwives  to  17  patients. 

PETHIDINE. 

Municipal  Midwives  administered  pethidine  to  Q22  patients  and 
independent  midwives  to  17  patients. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year, 

DISTRICT  MIDWIFERY  TRAINING, 

During  the  year  the  pupil  Midwives  taking  Part  II  Midwifery 
training  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  completed  their  district  cases 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

The  pupils  are  resident  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  The  arrangements 
are  working  satisfactorily  and  there  is  a happy  spirit  of 
co-operation  between  Hospital  and  Local  Authority  Staffs  in  this 
important  work. 

Of  the  16  candidates  entered  14  obtained  the  Part  II 
certificates  one  did  not  enter  the  examination  for  domestic  reasons 
and  the  other  subsequently  passed  a later  examination, 

ESTABLISHMENT* 

During  the  year  the  establishment  was  increased  to  12  and  two 
additional  car  allowances  were  granted.  Unfortunately  it  was  not 
found  possible  to  complete  the  establishment  owing  to  the  lack  of 
applicants.  Illness  among  the  staff  has  also  been  a major  problem 
and  has  placed  a burden  on  the  remaining  staff, 

MIDWIVES®  RELIEF  DUTY. 

The  position  in  Birkenhead  is  that  the  Domiciliary  Midwives 
work  a rota  under  which  they  are  on  continuous  day  and  night  duty 
for  six  or  seven  days  consecutive ly,  with  a continuous  36  hour  period 
off  duty  following.  Every  four  weeks  this  is  extended  to  a continuous 
96  hours  period  off  duty.  Each  midwife  whilst  on  duty  on  her 
district  also  acts  as  relief  during  any  time  a midwife  on  an 
adjoining  district  to  hers  is  not  on  duty. 

ANTE-NATAL  RELAXATION  CLASSES, 

The  classes  combine  instruction  in  relaxation  in  preparation 
for  the  confinement  with  instruction  in  mothercraft. 

The  relaxation  exercises  are  given  and  supervised  by 
specially  trained  Physiotherapists.  The  Hovercraft  lectures  and 
demonstrations  are  given  by  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives. 
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Attendances. 


Clinic 

Sessions 

Patients 

Attendances 

North 

50 

117 

924 

South 

49 

98 

76  0 

Total : 

99 

215 

1684 

An  innovation  during  the  year  was  a series  of  talks  to 
husbands  of  the  expectant  mothers  attending  the  clinics  for 
exercises.  These  were  held  at  the  request  of  the  wives  and  were 
well  attended.  Addresses  were  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  his  Deputy  and  practical  instruction  given  by  the 
Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  the  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor. 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN. 

Arrangements  are  in  operation  for  the  care  and  welfare  of 
Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  children.  Close  co-operation  is 
maintained  with  Moral  Vfelfare  Associations  and  Churches  of  all 
de  nomi nat i ons • 

The  Local  Health  Authority  contributes  £50  annually  to  the 
funds  of  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Moral  Welfare  Association. 

These  expectant  mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  Ante-natal  Clinics 
and  to  enter  Mother  and  Baby  homes  where  it  is  deemed  desirable 
The  usual  practice  is  for  the  expectant  mother  to  enter  the  home 
before  the  confinement  and  to  remain  following  the  birth  of  the 
baby.  The  usual  length  of  stay  averages  twelve  weeks  , 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Ante-natal  clinics  were  held  once  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic 
and  the  North  and  South  Clinics.  Clinics  were  held  on  153 
occasions*  the  number  of  patients  dealt  with  being  927  and  the  total 
number  of  attendances  made  being  3329.  128  patients  had  attended 

during  1958 » 

Attendances  at  Clinics. 


Clinic 

No,  of  Sessions 

No,  of  Cases 

No,  of 
Attendances 

Central 

51 

423 

1348 

North 

52 

221 

928 

South 

50 

283 

1053 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


As  the  Health  Visiting  staff  was  not  up  to  establishment,  use 
has  been  made  during  the  year  of  partr-time  Health  Visitors.  One 
Student  Health  Visitor  qualified  in  the  Spring  of  1959  and  commenced 
duties  in  June  as  a qualified  Health  Visitor.  One  Student  Health 
Visitor  commenced  the  qualifying  course  in  August,  1959. 

During  the  year  all  Health  Visitors  received  training  by  Dr. 
Taylor  of  the  Department  of  Education  for  the  Deaf,  Manchester 
University.  This  course  of  lectures  and  practical  demonstrations  of 
the  ascertainment  of  deafness  in  young  children  was  much  appreciated. 
Selected  groups  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  are  now  being 
tested  by  Health  Visitors. 

In  September,  the  teaching  of  Mothercraft  in  the  Ante-natal 
Clinics  at  St.  Catherine's  Hospital  was  commenced.  This  is  one  more 
evidence  of  the  spirit  of  co-operation  existing  between  Hospital 
and  Local  Health  Authority  Staffs. 

In  December,  a further  link  in  the  chain  of  Hospital  and  Local 
Health  Authority  co-operation  was  forged.  A Health  Visitor  now 
attends  the  geriatric  Clinic  of  Dr.  Ellenbogen  at  St.  Catherine  s 
Hospital  and  forms  the  link  between  Hospital,  General  Practitioner 
and  Health  Department. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  employed  on  all  sections  of  the  medical 
work  of  the  Department,  thus  obtaining  co-ordination  between  the 
Public  Health  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  and  School  Health  Services. 
Each  Visitor  is  allotted  a district  of  the  Borough  for  which  she  is 
responsible. 

VISITING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  done  by  Health  Visitors  ;- 

2813  first  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year  old. 

11912  subsequent  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year  old. 

19838  routine  visits  were  paid  to  infants  over  one  year  and 
under  five  years  old. 

400  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

150  re-visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

701  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  miscellaneous  matters. 

5545  visits  were  paid  in  which  no  access  could  be  obtained. 


CLINIC  DUTIES  AND  ATTENDANCES. 


Infant  Welfare 
Ante- natal 
Ultra  Violet  Ray 
Medical  Examinations 
B.C.G.  Vaccination 
Ante-natal  Relaxation 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


1335 

205 

111 

97 

105 

118 

331 
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Mothercraft  (St  Catherine' s Hospital, 
Ascertainment  of  hearing  (under  5) 


16 

77 


Total 


2395 


VISITS  TO  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES, 

The  homes  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  visited  regularly  by 
Health  Visitors  During  the  year  Health  Visitors  made  195  first 
visits  and  2138  revisits.  On  541  occasions  there  was  no  access 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


Shortages  in  staff  establishment  continued  during  the  year  but 
it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  in  December  the  establishment  was  at 
full  strength  by  the  appointment  of  a second  male  nurse. 

Prom  the  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a 
slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  and  a reduction  in  the 
number  of  visits  of  approximately  fifteen  per  cent. 

This  in  part  is  due  to  changes  in  X-ray  technique  for  out- 
patients requiring  less  nursing  preparation.  Twice  daily  injections 
of  penicillin  have  not  been  undertaken,  either  the  General 
Practitioner  has  given  the  second  injection,  if  necessary,  or  once 
daily  injections  have  been  substituted. 

When  the  statistics  are  considered  it  will  be  seen  that  Nurses 
visits  for  the  purpose  of  giving  injections  only  have  increased  from 
25*413  to  30,904.  This  gives  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  done 
under  this  heading. 

Wherever  possible  in  cases  of  diabetes  the  patients  and 
relatives  are  encouraged  to  undertake  the  insulin  injections.  It 
is  only  when  the  patient  cannot  and  there  is  no  relative  that  the 
nursing  service  undertakes  this  task. 

The  Centenary  of  District  Nursing  was  marked  by  a review  of 
District  Nurses  at  Buckingham  Palace  by  the  Queen  Mother  on  1st 
July.  Eight  Birkenhead  Nurses  attended  and  presented  a purse  in  aid 
of  the  Centenary  Appeal  Fund  to  Her  Majesty. 


STATISTICS  OF  WORK  DONE 


(1958) 


Cases  brought  forward  from  1958 
New  cases  during  the  year 


406  ( 490) 

1696  (1671) 


Total  Cases  Nursed 


2102  (2161) 
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CLASSIFICATION 

OF  CASES 

AND  VISITS 

PAID 

Cases 

(1958) 

Visits 

(1958) 

Medical 

1737 

(1802) 

56483 

(56967) 

Surgical 

232 

(199) 

9347 

(13252) 

Infectious  Diseases 

4 

(3) 

32 

(40) 

Tuberculosis 

66 

(117) 

3863 

(4858) 

Maternal  complications 

63 

(40) 

691 

(306) 

TOTAL 

2102 

(2161) 

70416 

(75423) 

Number  of  patients  having  more  than  24 
visits  in  the  year 

557 

(1958) 

Number 

of  patients  over  65  at  1st  visit 

1440 

(948) 

Number 

of  visits  paid  to  patients  over  65 

26275 

(23945) 

CLASSIFICATION  OF 

INJECTIONS 

(To  patients  not  having  other  nursing  treatment) 

Cases 

V 

i s i ts 

(1958) 

(1958) 

Penicillin 

322 

(442) 

2949 

(3752) 

Streptomycin 

88 

(123) 

4886 

(4583) 

Mersalyl  Etc., 

195 

(159) 

7319 

(4593) 

Insulin 

95 

(90) 

6055 

(6475) 

Morphia 

6 

(9) 

40 

(249) 

Others 

32 

(22) 

1349 

(870) 

TOTAL 

1053 

(1054) 

30904 

(25413) 

VISITS 

BY  SUPERINTENDENT 

(1958) 

Supervisory  with 

staff  72 

(106) 

Alone 

29 

(25) 

Nursing 

94 

(172) 

Casual 

23 

(17) 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

F.  T. , T.A.  F. , in  the  case  of  diphtheria  immunisation,  and  plain 
pertussis  vaccine  in  the  case  of  whooping  cough,  are  available  in 
the  Health  Department  on  demand  by  general  practitioners. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

It  is  estimated  that  36.41  per  cent  of  children  under  five  years 
and  80.57  per  cent  of  the  school  population  have  been  immunised. 

The  number  of  children  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  as  follows 


Primary 

Reinforcing 
Inj  ections 

0 

4 years 

1156 

49 

5 

9 years 

179 

250 

10 

- 14  years 

35 

54 

15 

years  and  over 

- 

2 

1370 

355 

This  work  was  shared  as 

follows  between  General 

Practitioners 

and  Medical  Officers  of  the  Health  Department*- 

Medical 

General 

Officers 

Practitioners 

Immunisation  against 

Diphtheria 

493 

465 

Rein  forcing  Inj  ections 
against  Diphtheria 

232 

123 

Combined  Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria 
Immunisation 

124 

Triple  Antigen 

- 

288 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING 

COUGH. 

Requests  for  immunisation 

. against  Whooping  Cough  were  dealt 

with  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  by  G.P.  3s 

as  follows  - 

Infant  Welfare 

G.P  s 

Centres 

0=1  years 

506 

42 

1=2  years 

109 

23 

2=3  years 

22 

8 

3=4  years 

26 

6 

4=5  years 

12 

0 

5 = 6 years 

8 

4 

683 

83 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX- 

During  the  year  the  following  vaccinations  have  been  carried 
out  l — 


By  Medical  Officers  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
By  General  Practitioners 
By  Hospitals 


546 

1502 

3 


2051 


The  accompanying  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  the  persons 
vaccinated  (or  re- vaccinated ) . 


Age  at  Date  of 

0 - 1 

1 - 2 

2 - 4 

5 - 14 

15  years 

Total 

Vaccination 

years 

years 

years 

years 

& over 

i Number  Vaccinated 

1202 

115 

50 

73 

90 

1530 

i Number  Re~ vaccinated 

0 

3 

21 

81 

433 

538 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

The  results  on  the  whole  must  be  classed  as  disappointing 
in  spite  of  the  sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  young  people 
applying  for  vaccination  following  the  death  from  poliomyelitis  of 
the  well  known  footballer.,  The  continued  local  and  national 
publicity  failed  to  keep  up  the  somewhat  spasmodic  and  temporary 
increase® 

Special  Saturday  sessions  were  organised  and  special  visits  made  to 
the  larger  industrial  and  commercial  organisations  in  the  borough. 

The  acceptance  rate  is  disappointing  when  the  continued  efforts  of 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  are  considered. 

During  the  year*  the  following  vaccinations  were  carried  out-- 


By  Health  Staff 

General 
Practi tioners 

Hospi tal 

Total 

1st  & 2nd  Injections 

3rd  Injections 

4465 

7167 

8774 

7202 

60 

13239 

14429 

following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  numbers  immunised  against  Diphtheria  each  year  since  1938 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  for  the  following 
report  on  the  Ambulance  Service  for  1959. 

53,067  calls  were  answered,  an  increase  of  2,196  upon  the 
previous  year*  Emergency  calls  showed  a slight  increase  of  42  but 
non-emergency  removals  rose  by  no  fewer  than  2,035*  In  spite  of  the 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  calls  and  patients  handled,  mileage 
at  174,926  only  increased  by  45  miles  upon  the  previous  year's  totals; 
this  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  Ambulance  Station  Officer  and  the 
Control  Room  Staff,  both  in  the  co-ordination  of  journeys  and  in  the 
intelligent  use  of  radio  control.  Transport  was  provided  on  ter, 
occasions  for  the  emergency  maternity  hospital  flying  squad,  whilst 
resuscitation  gases,  either  Co0or  pr  oxygen,  had  to  be  used  en  route 
to  casualty  wards  on  50  occasions.  Once  again,  use  was  made  of  the 
Fire  Brigade's  emergency  resuscitation  equipment  on  a number  of 
occasions. 

The  number  of  abortive  journeys  remained  fairly  steady  but 
hospital  errors  this  year  only  accounted  for  a very  small  nun  Ler, 
the  majority  being  caused  by  out-patients  either  making  their  own 
way,  not  being  ready  when  called  for  or  refusing  to  go  to  hospital* 

In  such  cases,  the  attention  of  the  hospital  was  called  to  the  fact 
with  often  the  result  that  ambulance  trans  port  was  no  longer  made 
available  for  the  particular  patient. 

At  12--weekly  intervals,  the  names  of  clinical  out-patients  for 
whom  ambulance  transport  has  been  ordered  over  a period  are  forwarded 
to  the  respective  hospitals  with  a request  for  a review  of 
transport  necessity.  These  reviews  very  often  result  in  the  with- 
drawal of  transport  and  have  proved  most  useful. 

As  in  previous  years,  many  letters  and  other  expressions  of 
appreciation  have  been  received  whilst  on  the  reverse  side,  a small 
number  of  complaints,  mainly  in  connection  with  delay  in  returning 
out-patients,  have  also  come  in.  Upon  investigation,  these  latter 
are  almost  invariably  found  to  have  occurred  when  the  service  has 
met  sudden  demands  for  a number  of  emergency  calls  within  a very 
short  period  of  time. 

A number  of  ambulance  personnel  received  commendations  for 
excellent  work  performed  in  emergencies.  One  case  in  particular 
called  for  high  praise  from  the  medical  profession. 

As  in  previous  years,  excellent  co-operation  has  been  received 
from  the  medical  profession,  hospitals  and  clinics,  and  I hope  this 
contimes. 

Training  of  personnel  takes  places,  subject  to  availability. 
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during  the  evening  dog  watches  and  weekends*  whilst  a refresher 
course  in  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  First  Aid  Certificate  was 
held  during  the  year  followed  by  an  examination.  There  were  29 
entrants  for  the  1959  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents 
Safe  Driving  Competition*  and  27  awards  were  won,  Five  men 
qualified  as  drivers  after  a full  driving  course 

Two  ambulances*  one  8-9  seater  dual-purpose  sitting  case 
vehicle  and  one  12-seater  dual-purpose  sitting  case  vehicle*  all  on 
Bedford  Diesel  Chasses  * were  received  during  the  year  * 

Orders  were  also  placed  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  two  further 
replacement  ambulances  on  Bedford  Diesel  Chasses 

A feature  of  the  two  new  sitting  case  vehicles  was  the  install 
ation  of  an  electrically  operated  tail  lift  . This  equipment*  designer 
by  the  Ambulance  Station  Officer  and  Brigade  Engineer,  has  proved 
a great  boon  to  sitting  case  patients  with  : pot  leg  nd  has  b 
most  favourably  commented  upon. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CALLS 


Type 

Calls 

Patients 

Mileage 

Home  Accidents 

605 

605 

2 578 

Works  Accidents 

733 

754 

2661 

Street  Accidents 

H06 

122  1 

4472 

Materni ty 

1016 

1016 

5123 

Emergency  Illness 

1850 

1857 

8185 

Removals 

46234 

46513 

14568i 

Special  Services 

779 

3796 

Abortive 

744 

2430 

53067 

51966 

174926 

MUTUAL  ASSISTANCE. 

Assistance  To 

Calls 

Mileage 

Wal  Jasey 

30 

230 

Cheshire 

34 

406 

Others 

24 

275 

Assistance  From 

Calls 

Mileage 

Wallasey 

- 

- 

Cheshire 

1 

6 

Standby  for 
Wallasey 

St andby  f rom 
77  Wallasey 

1 

Cheshi re 

15  Cheshire 

1 

ESTABLISHMENT. 

Rank 

Approved  Actual 

Station  Officer 

1 

1 

Shift  Leaders 

3 

3 

Driwer/Attendants  31  = 36  32 

(Hie  Senior  Driver/ Attendant  in  each  shift  acts  as  deputy  to  the  Shift 
Leader  during  periods  of  Annual  Leave  and  Sickness) 

Variations*  Resignations  2 Driver /Attendants 

Appointments"  3 Driver /Attendants 

Average  Age  and  Length  of  Service*  3n  -ears 

10  years  2 months 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  the  major  use  of  this 
service  is  by  chronic  sick*  aged  and  infirm.  Very  often  this 
service  is  the  only  means  of  aged  retaining  their  home  and  thus 
freeing  beds  inhospital  and  in  Welfare  Hostels. 

Again  an  increase  of  45  cases  has  been  noted  - 663  cases  have 
been  provided  with  home  help  as  compared  with  618  in  1958* 


There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  cf  new  applications  for 
help  iees*  268  compared  with  279  in  1958. 


The  prolonged  absence  of  the  Assistant  Organiser  during  the 
year  is  reflected  in  the  number  cf  visits  paid  to  householders  by 
the  Organiser  and  her  assistant  - 1055  as  compared  with  1185  in  1958 
(in  1958  staff  shortages  affected  this  number  also). 

It  is  hoped  that  with  a full  staff  there  will  be  an 
improvement  in  supervisory  visits  in  i960. 


CASES  PROVIDED  WITH  DOMESTIC  HELP  DURING  THE  YEAR, 


Maternity 

57 

(1958) 

66 

Tubercul  osi s 

12 

UU 

16 

Chronic  Sick,  Aged  & Infirm 

545 

494 

Others 

49 

42 

66  3 

618 

NUMBER  OF  HOURS  WORKED  BY  DOMESTIC  HELPERS  S- 

(1958) 

Maternity,,  Illness,  etc.  Cases  4025  (4407) 

Chronic  Sick,  Aged  and  Infirm  68033%  (66921%) 

72058%  "(71328%) 

The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  the  Darestic  Help 
Service  since  1948:= 


Hours  Worked 

Cases 

Visits  - Organiser 
and  Assistant 

1948 

14626 

112 

N/A 

1949 

21905 

292 

N/A 

1950 

40205 

355 

1386 

1951 

47889 

432 

1376 

1952 

53431 

467 

1745 

1953 

60856 

480 

1894 

1954 

61646 

488 

1784 

1955 

60497 

533 

1347 

1956 

62057 

616 

1486 

1957 

63290 

611 

1457 

1958 

71329 

618 

1185  * 

1959 

72059 

663 

1055  * 

Figure  down  due  to  staff  changes. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  - CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

The  constitution  of  the  Gominittee  remains  unchanged  and  is 
composed  of  representatives  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  John  Lloyd 
Corkhill  Trust,  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St-  John 
Ambulance  Brigade.  Under  our  arrangement  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  Dr.  E.  Blackstock,  tuberculosis  Medical  Officer, 
continues  to  deal  'rith  contact®  co^ind  undsr  the  scheme. 


The  Tuberculosis  Almoner  has  her  office  at  the  Central  Chest 
Clinic,  42?  Hamilton  Square,  Birkenhead,  and  visits  hospitals  aid 
the  chest  clinics  at  St.  James  Hospital  and  Mill  Lane  Hospital, 
Wallasey. 


Chalets,  nursing  equipment,  destructible  paper  cups,  paper 
handkerchiefs  and  free  milk  are  supplied  where  required. 


1934  interviews  were  held  in  the  Almoner  s Office  during  the 
year,  1246  home  and  hospital  visits  were  made,  70  patients  were 
referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  for  financial  help  and 
194  cases  were  referred  to  other  organisations. 


During  the  year  29  families  were  referred  for  rehousing,  27  to 
the  County  Borough  of  Birkenhead  and  2 to  other  Boroughs  - 3 of  the 
cases  referred  to  Birkenhead  were  rehoused. 


23  patients  were  provided  with  convalescent  treatment  or 
holidays,  17  through  the  John  Lloyd  Corkhill  Trust,  and  6 by 
other  organisations. 
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HEALTH  VISITING. 

Each  case  of  tuberculosis  occurring  in  the  Borough,  ard  which 
has  been  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  visited 
regularly  by  the  Health  Visitor  who  advises  as  to  nursing  methods 
and  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 


On  the  initial  visit,  details  of  contacts  are  obtained  and, 
together  with  housing  and  family  conditions,  are  reported  to  the 
Chest  Physicians  for  their  information. 


0 CCU  FAT  I ON  AL  THERAPY. 

Handicrafts  are  taught  on  Thursday  afternoons  at  the 
Outpatients'  Handicraft  Class  at  St.  James  Hospital,  and  teaching  is 
given  on  the  wards  for  one  session  each  week.  Under  our 
arrangement  with  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop,  Wallasey,  12  patients 
attended  daily  for  occupational  therapy. 


Handicraft  materials  to  patients  at  home  and  in  hospital  are 
issued  through  the  Almoner's  office. 


REHABILITATION. 

Many  patients  find  their  own  employment,  often  with  their 
former  employers,  when  passed  as  fit  for  work. 


44  patients  were  referred  to  the  Disablement  Resettlement 
Officer  at  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  of  these  15  were  placed  in 
employment,  9 were  accepted  as  Ministry  of  Labour  Trainees  at  the 
Anne  Glassey  Workshop,  i went  to  the  MoO.L.  Training  Centre  at 
Aintree  to  train  in  Radio  and  Television.,  3 patients  were  in  full 
employment  at  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop  and  one  girl  patient  was 
sent  to  Liverpool  Commercial  College. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  CONTACTS. 

During  the  year  H3  primary  notifications  were  received;  788 
new  adult  contacts  were  asked  to  attend  for  Xray  examination  and 
803  child  contacts  were  given  appointments  for  clinical  examination 
and  mantoux  tests. 

383  X-ray  appointments  were  kept  and  560  children  attended. 

Of  the  560  children  who  attended  355  received  B*C«,G«  vaccination 
as  follows 


at  Birkenhead  Chest  Clinic  338 
at  Other  Hospitals  17 

These  figures  show  a decrease  in  adult  examination  of  21  and 
a decrease  in  children  given  BoC.Gc  vaccination  of  22  as  compared 
with  the  figures  for  1958- 

The  examination  of  contacts  represent  8.345  per  notified  case 
as  against  8 017  in  1958 


The  results  of  contact  examinations  are  as  follows 


Adul ts 

Male 

Female 

Children 

Total 

Diagnosed  as 
Tuberculous 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Diagnosed  as 

Non»  Tuberculous 

181 

199 

558 

938 

182 

201 

560 

943 

Primary  Lesions 

4 

4 

In  addition  to  the  figure  for  adult  X-ray  given  above,  532  old 
adult  contacts  were  called  for  yearly  X-ray  examination,  of  these 
253  attended*  This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  10  on  the  number  for 
1958 * 


Bo  Co  Go  VACCINATION 
Contacts 

As  is  stated  above  560  children  attended  for  clinical 
examination  and  skin  tests®  Of  this  number  85  were  found  to  have  a 
positive  mantoux  and  were  sent  for  X-ray  examinations  Pour  of  these 
cases  were  found  to  have  primary  lesions,  of  which  number  two  were 
formally  notified  and  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment,  the 
remaining  two  being  kept  under  close  observation. 

Of  the  remaining  461  who  were  mantoux  negative,  14  were 
examined  only,  the  parents  of  106  refused  BoC,G,  and  355  children 
were  vaccinated* 

As  stated  above  243  children  failed  to  attend  for  initial 
examination* 
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Child  contacts  made  2325  attendances, 

58  Student  Nurses  attended  for  skin  tests  and  9 received 
Bo  Co  Go  vaccination 


School  Children 

The  scheme  for  BoC-Go  Vaccination  of  children  aged  between 
13  and  14  years  of  age  continued  during  the  year. 


Parents 

Notified 

Children 

Tested 

Mantoux 

Negative 

Given  B.C.G. 
Vaccination 

Mantoux 
Fbsi  tive 

Number 

X-rayed 

Chest 

Normal 

1648 

812 

538 

538 

274 

251 

251 

Following  the  receipt  of  circular  7/59  a scheme  to  extend 
BoCoGo  Vaccination  to  school  children  of  fourteen  years  and  over 
and  students  attending  Universities*  Teachers  Training  (Colleges, 
Technical  Colleges  or  other  establishments  of  further  education  was 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  during  the  year, 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
PSYCHIATRIC  CLINIC  (ST,  CATHERINE*  S HOSPITAL  ANNEXE). 


M. 

F. 

Total 

No, 

of  cases  referred 

to  Clinic  by  D.A.O.^s  2 

2 

4 

No  o 

of  cases  referred 

from  Clinic  to  D.A.O.s  28 

21 

49 

NO  ACTION  CASES 

In  these  cases  after  investigation  it  was  found  that  action 
under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  was  not  necessary. 
Assistance  was  afforded  in  appropriate  cases  and  when  necessary 
were  referred  to  the  official  or  voluntary  body  most  likely  to  help 


them. 

No  further  action 
To  Chronic  Sick  wards 
To  Welfare  Officer 
To  Police 


M.  F.  Total 

12  6 18 

3 3 6 

1 - 1 

1 - 1 


AFTER  CARE  CASES* 

Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  or  Psychiatric  clinics. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Referred  for  After  care 

41 

26 

67 

Refusing  After  care 

5 

= 

5 

LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS. 

Admissions  to  mental  hospitals 

Lunacy  Act*  1890, 

( as 

amended ] 

M 

F 

Total 

Section  20(3  day  detention  order) 
Section  21(14  0 \ ) 

113 

102 

215 

4 

16 

20 

Section  16 (Certi fication) 

85 

96 

181 

Section  5(PHvate  Patients) 

- 

- 

- 

ST7 


M 

F 

Total 

Section  64/66  (Transfers) 

Section  22  (Released  by  Justice  to 

friends) 

- 

- 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT,  1930,. 

Admissions  to  mental  hospitals 

M- 

F 

Total 

Section  1 (Voluntary  patients) 

88 

91 

179 

Section  1(2)  (Voluntary  patients  under 

16  years/ 

- 

= 

Section  5 (Temporary  patients) 

1 

6 

1 

BOARD  OF  CONTROL  CIRCULAR  999* 

Cases  dealt  with  under  this  circular  are  those  admitted  from 
other  Local  Authorities  into  Birkenhead  Mental  Hospital  and 
subsequently  require  certification  and  removal  to  other  mentax 
hospitals* 

M.  F.  To  tax 

Cases  dealt  with  under  this  Circular  20  31  5i 

STAFFING. 

Owing  to  the  absence  from  September  until  the  aid  of  the  year 
of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Officer  and  Part  time  D.A.O  , a heavy 
burden  was  placed  on  the  two  Duly  Authorised  Officers.  A burden  I 
may  say  which  was  cheerfully  borne  and  thanks  to  these  two  Officers 
the  work  of  the  Department  did  not  suffer  as  it  might  well  have 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS  1913  - 1938- 

The  informal  admission  of  all  mental  defectives  .other  than 
cases  sent  by  the  Magistrates  under  Section  8 of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act,  1913)  to  hospitals  has  been  the  order  of  the  day 
since  the  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/58 

This  procedure,  so  much  simplified  in  comparison  with 
certification,  is  much  appreciated  by  the  parents  of  defectives 
care  has  been  taken  to  explain  that  this  simplified  admission  does 
not  necessarily  mean  earlier  admission. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  distribution  of  mental  defectives 


was  as  follows  p- 

M 

F 

Total 

Number  on  the  register 

237 

196 

433 

0 in  Institutions 

106 

84 

190 

...  0 on  licence 

2 

= 

2 

under  guardianship 

2 

1 

3 

0 under  Home  Supervision 

127 

111 

238 

New  cases  notified  to  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


M 

F 

Total 

Under  Education  Act, 

1944 ( Section 

57,3// 

5 

5 

10 

(Section 

57  ( 5 ) ) 

6 

3 

9 

Police  or  Courts 

1 

1 

Other  Sources 

2 

2 

4 
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Admissions  to  Rental  Deficiency- 
Hospitals  during  the  year 

Permanent  Care 
Temporary  Care 


M. 

F 

Total 

4 

2 

6 

5 

3 

8 

The  admissions * both  permanent  and  temporary*  were  arranged 
through  the  joint  bed  bureau  run  jointly  by  the  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Boards*  I am  grateful  for  the  help  so 
willingly  given*  particularly,  in  reference  to  the  temporary  care 
which  affords  hard-pressed  parents  much-needed  relief* 


Thanks  to  the  recent  admissions  for  permanent  care*  there  are 
no  very  urgent  cases  awaiting  admission*  The  waiting  list  has  been 
reduced  to  9 males  and  3 females*  There  are  no  cases  in  "Place  of 
Safety"  accommodation*  There  are  8 males  and  3 females  in  special 
units  awaiting  permanent  care*  Two  males  were  admitted  to  "Orchard 
Dene"  for  temporary  care* 


OCCUPATION  CENTRE* 

Mental  defectives  from  Birkenhead  continue  to  attend  the 
Wallasey  Occupation  Gentre*  The  average  daily  attendance  of 
Birkenhead  cases  was  28*  The  staff  of  the  Occupation  Centre 
continue  to  look  after  those  in  attendance  with  sympathy*  under- 
standing and  ski  11  o Parents  of  those  attending  have  had  opportunity 
during  the  year  of  seeing  what  can  be  done  individually  and 
collectively  with  these  handicapped  children* 


The  displays  reflect  great  credit  on  all  the  staff  concerned* 


MENTAL  HEALTH  ACT  1959* 


Before  the  end  of  the  year  preliminary  talks  between  the 
officers  concerned  had  taken  place  with  Wallasey*  Early  in  i960  a 
meeting  had  been  arranged  of  the  two  Health  Committees  to  discuss 
the  new  Act  and  co-operation  between  the  two  authorities*  Meetings 
of  representatives  of  local  authorities  had  taken  place  at  Deva 
Hospital  when  the  discussion  of  the  mutual  problems  had  proved 
helpful* 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


Duties  under  this  Act  have  been  assigned  to  the  Welfare 
Committee  of  the  Council. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  administrative  control  of 
the  Welfare  Department,  the  staff  of  which  is  housed  in  the  Health 
Department  Offices. 


There  is  the  utmost  co-operation  between  the  staffs  and  useful 
information  about  handicapped  persons  or  the  aged  and  infirm  is 
exchanged  between  Health  Visitors,  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Duly 
Authorised  Officers,  the  Domestic  Help  Organiser  and  the  Welfare 
Department. 


During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  deal  with  one  case 
under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  utilising  the 
simplified  form  of  procedure  under  the  National  Assistance 
(Amendment)  Act,  1951,  An  old  lady,  aged  90  years,  blind  and  deaf 
living  alone  in  very  dirty  surroundings,  was  removed  to  Part  III 
Accommodation  on  the  order  of  a Magistrate  on  17th  July,  1959-  She 
settled  down  and  was  still  a resident  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  two  main  sources  of  supply  are  the  Alwen  Reservoir  situated 
on  the  Denbighshire  Moors  in  North  Wales,  and  abstraction  from  the 
River  Dee  at  Heronbridge,  Near  Chester.  In  addition,  deep  wells 
at  Springhill  and  Playbrick  are  available  to  augment  the  requirements 
as  necessary,  but  they  are  mainly  held  on  a reserve  basis,  It  is 
of  interest  to  note  that  despite  the  continued  drought  of  the  Summer 
and  early  Autumn  it  was  only  necessary  to  bring  the  Springhill  well 
into  use  for  a very  limited  period  during  September  and  October 


The  supply  within  the  Borough  is  a mixed  Alwen/Dee  water  which 
is  moderately  soft  in  character  but  slight  variations  do  occur 
according  to  the  conditions  of  the  raw  Dee  water  abstracted. Chemical 
treatment  provides  for  the  control  of  corrosive  properties  and  also 
the  control  of  taste  to  ensure  a pure  and  wholesome  water. 


The  Waterworks  laboratory  on  the  Dee  Scheme  is  operated  by  a 
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full-time  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  who  supervises  the  whole 
treatment  process  and  undertakes  regular  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  of  raw  water  and  treated  water  going  into  supply  in 
order  to  ensure  purity  of  the  water  for  the  consumer. 


The  Works  of  the  Department  continue  to  be  a source  of  interest 
to  the  Public  and  numerous  visits  to  Alwen  and  the  Dee  Scheme  have 
been  arranged  during  the  year  and  lectures  given  to  a wide  circle  of 
study  groups  and  organisations. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS* 

Theie  are  two  indoor  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough  - Eyme 
Avenue  and  Livingstone  Street. 


The  source  of  water  in  both  instances  is  the  River  Mersey  - 
salt  water  pumped  to  the  baths. 


On  arrival  at  the  baths  the  water  is  filtered  and  subject  to 
chemical  treatment  with  sulphate  of  ammonia,  sodium  carbonate  and 
soda  ash.  There  is.  final  chlorination  by  means  of  automatic 
chlorinators. 


In  December  1959  the  practice  of  obtaining  River  Mersey  water 
for  Byrne  Avenue  ceased.  The  reason  for  this  being  the  high  cost 
of  the  renewal  of  the  salt  water  mains  to  Byrne  Avenue.  Water  from 
the  town's  main  supply  was  substituted  with  the  addition  of  pure 
dried  vacuum  salt  to  provide  reconstituted  salt  water.  The  further 
treatment  remains  as  before.  The  water  in  the  baths  is  changed 
routinely  every  six  months  but  additional  water  is  added  at  intervals 
for  nmake  upf’  purposes  to  replace  losses. 


Periodic  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  42  Hamilton  Square,  Birkenhead  and  the 
results  have  been  uniformly  good. 
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HOUSING  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

I am  obliged  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the 
following  report  on  the  work  of  his  Section  of  the  Department  during 
the  year. 

INTRODUCTION. 

A full  staff  of  public  health  inspectors  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year.  This  has  been  possible  because  of  the  pupillage 
system  started  over  2 years  ago.  Both  pupils  obtained  the  statutory 
qualifications  and  were  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  the 
retirement  of  one  inspector  and  by  another  inspector  leaving  to  join 
the  staff  of  a neighbouring  authority.  One  new  pupil  was  appointed, 

The  more  important  changes  in  the  work  of  the  department  have 
included  the  reduction  in  numbers  of  applications  made  under  the 
Rent  Act,  1957.  Following  the  first  flood  of  applications  when  the 
Act  was  receiving  considerable  publicity  there  has  been  a consistent 
falling  off  of  enquiries  and  now  very  few  tenants  take  advantage  of 
its  provisions. 

The  second  change  has  been  due  to  the  introduction  of  the 
"standard  grants"  under  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 
Owners  of  older  houses  which  lack  modem  amenities  can  now  obtain  a 
grant  of  half  the  cost  up  to  a maximum  of  £155  for  providing  a bath, 
wash-basin,  internal  W.C.,  hot  water  supply  and  food  store.  So  far 
applications  have  been  received  only  from  owner-occupiers.  Land- 
lords of  tenanted  houses  have  not  yet  taken  advantage  of  the  scheme. 

The  third  change  has  been  the  preliminary  survey  of  a large 
part  of  the  Borough  in  connection  with  the  creation  of  smoke  control 
areas  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

INSPECTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

All  repairs  to  houses  have  been  secured  as  a result  of  the 
service  of  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  and  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act  1954.  No  notices  were  served  under 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


2,764  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  This  is  in 
addition  to  complaints  made  to  the  inspectors  on  their  districts. 

No  of  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  10,800 

No  of  re= inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  12,267 

No  of  informal  notices  served  under  the  Public 

Health  Act  1,824 

No  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public 

Health  Act  670 

No  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Birkenhead 

Corporation  Act,  1954.  Sec:  52  212 

No  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Birkenhead 

Corporation  Act,  1954.  Sec:  66  4 
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Average  number  of  notices  outstanding  568 

No  of  notices  complied  with  during  the  year  2,157 

Number  of  defects  remedied  during  the  year  5,445 


Summary  of  Improvements  effected  : 

Roofs  repaired  595 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  109 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  312 

Downspouts  repaired  144 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  254 

Ventilation  Improved  18 

Windows  repaired  280 

Window  sash cords  renewed  287 

Firegrates  repaired  111 

Hearthstones  repaired  13 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  232 

Skirting  beards  repaired  42 

Wallplaster  repaired  555 

Celling  plaster  repaired  211 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  5 

Doors  repaired  276 

Staircases  repaired  36 

Sinks  renewed  35 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  130 

Washing  boilers  repaired  2 

Dampness  remedied  28 1 

Yard  surfaces  -repaired  or  relaid  120 

Yards  drained  21 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided  89 

Drains  constructed-  altered  or  repaired  89 

Drains  cleansed  370 

Water  Closets  repaired  516 

Food  stores  provided  5 

Watercourses  or  ditches  cleansed  7 

Tents  Vans  Sheds  removed  6 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  11 

Ashpits  abolished  1 

Rooms  disinfested  9 

Verminous  persons  cleansed  1 

Miscellaneous  271 

Legal  Proceed! ng$a 

Legal  proceedings  under  Sec;  94?  Public  Health  Act  1936?  were 
instituted  in  9 cases  where  owners  had  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  abatement  notices . 

Pines  totalling  giO.O.Oo  were  imposed  in  respect  of  2 cases  and 
costs  of  £4, 2s *0®  were  awarded. 

The  Magistrates  made  nuisance  orders  in  6 cases  where  work  had 
not  been  completed  at  the  tirre  of  the  hearing  of  the  summons. 

Work  done  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.* 

The  Local  Authority  cleansed  obstructed  drains  at  46  houses 
where  owners  failed  to  comply  with  48  hour  notices  under  the 
provisions  of  Sec ‘52  of  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  Act*  1954 ° 
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Repairs  of  an  urgent  nature  were  carried  out  at  3 houses  under 
the  powers  conferred  by  Sec:  66  of  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  Act, 


1954. 


By  agreement  with  or  at  the  request  of  owners,  repairs  of  a 
general  nature  were  completed  at  one  house,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  costs  of  the  above  work  are  recoverable  from  the 
responsible  persons  and  amounted  to  £302.  5.  4.  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1957. 

Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

16  houses  and  3 parts  of  buildings  used  as  dwellings  were  reported 
to  the  Health  Committee  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders, 

14  houses  were  demolished  and  13  houses  or  parts  of  buildings 
subject  to  Closing  Orders  were  vacated  during  the  year. 

As  a result  of  this  41  families  comprising  166  persons  were  re- 
housed; the  majority  by  the  Corporation. 

The  Council  made  the  following  Orders  during  the  year  - 


Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of 

Closing  Orders  in  respect  of 
and  of 

Accepted  undertakings  as  to  future 
user  in  respect  of 


7 houses 

15  houses 
2 parts  of 
buildings 

2 premises 


Clearance  Areas* 

The  Slum  Clearance  programme  was  resumed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  the  Council  declared  the  undermentioned  areas  to  be 
Clearance  Areas. 


Areas 

No.  of 
dwellings 

No,  of 
families 

No  of 
persons 

Princes  Place  Clearance  Area  195.9 

49 

56 

194 

Oak field  View 

0 0 

22 

27 

80 

Roslyn  Street  Nod" 

0 ‘J 

56 

61 

205 

Roslyn  Street  No  2 

0 0 

14 

16 

60 

William  Street  No.l 

0 0 

56 

58 

204 

William  Street  No, 2 

0 0 

2 

2 

8 

William  Street  No. 3 

0 o 

6 

8 

25 

205 

228 

776 
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It  is  expected  that  the  present  efforts  of  the  Council  to  step 
up  the  building  programme  will  result  in  an  increased  allocation  of 
new  dwellings  for  Slum  Clearance  purposes* 

During  1959  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
confirmed'  the  following  area 

Princes  Place  Clearance  Area  without  modification 

Overcrowdfingo 

Three  cases  of  serious  overcrowding  in  such  circumstances  as  to 
be  an  offence  under  Part  IV  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  were  reported. 
In  all  instances  occupiers  of  houses  had  farmed  out  rooms  to  several 
families  many  of  whom  had  young  children.  The  object  appeared  to  be 
the  collection  of  considerable  rent  from  unfortunate  families  who 
could  not  secure  better  accommodation.  The  persons  concerned  were 
warned  that  legal  action  would  be  taken  if  these  practices  did  not 
cease. 

RENT  ACT,  I 957o 

As  anticipated  last  year  the  number  of  enquiries  and 
applications  made  under  this  Act  have  decreased  considerably  during 
1959* 


Nevertheless,  difficulties  still  occur  in  some  instances  over 
the  rent  adjustments  permissible. 

Many  tenants  seem  completely  unaware  of  their  rights,  in  this 
respect,  under  the  Act. 

Such  adjustments  should  be  made  if  either  a Certificate  of 
Disrepair  is  issued  or  an  Undertaking  to  remedy  defects  remains 
unfulfilled  six  months  after  the  date  on  which  it  was  given. 

Persons  affected  are  asked  to  make  further  enquiries  from  the 
Local  Authority,  if  they  are  in  any  doubt,  as  to  the  procedure  to 
be  adopted. 

Formal  details  of  the  applications  made  for  the  issue  and 
cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  are  set  out  below 

Part  1 - Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepairs 


1 } (a)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  48 

(b)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  withdrawn  1 

2 , ) No  o f decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  Nil 

3 ) Number  of  decisions  to  Issue  certificates  47 

(a;  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  38 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  9 

4 ) Number  of  under takings  given  by  landlords 

under  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  28 

5, )  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  the  Local 

Authority  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the 

First  Schedule  1 

6, )  Number  of  Certificates  issued  20 
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Part  2 - Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 


7. ;  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  21 

8. )  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates 

9 ) Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenant °s  objection  4 

10.)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  17 


HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT.  1959. 

Standard  Grants* 

The  Act  provides  that  the  owner  of  a house  which  lacks  any  of  the 
five  standard  amenities  (i.e.  bath,  internal  W.  C. , wash-hand  basin, 
hot  water  supply  and  food  store)  and  which  has  an  anticipated  life  of 
15  years  may  provide  those  amenities  and  claim  a grant  of  half  the 
cost  up  to  a maximum  of  £155.  The  intention,  no  doubt,  is  to 
preserve  older  houses  of  sound  construction  and  to  bring  them  more 
into  line  with  modem  standards.  While  it  is  obviously  too  early  to 
form  an  opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  Act  it  would  appear  that  in  any 
area  if  only  a few  houses  are  improved  some  means  will  have  to  be 
found  of  bringing  the  remainder  of  the  houses  up  to  the  same 
standards.  Up  to  the  present  time  applications  have  been  received 
from  owner-occupiers,  whose  houses  are  scattered  among  larger  areas 
of  tenanted  property,  which  if  not  brought  up  to  a better  standard 
may  have  to  be  dealt  with  under  parts  II  or  III  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957. 

Number  of  applications  for  standard  grants  received 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES, 

There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 
during  the  year.  The  six  registered  premises  provide  accommodation 
for  241  men. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  for  women. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT,, 

There  has  been  further  considerable  progress  during  the  year  in 
the  reduction  of  smoke  from  factories  and  shipping  within  the  Borough. 
Considerable  time  has  been  given  to  the  preliminary  surveys  in 
connection  with  a five  year  plan  for  smoke  control  areas. 

The  following  are  a record  of  results  - 


Number  of  complaints  received  32 

Number  of  smoke  observations  made  1076 

Number  of  visits  to  factories  285 

Number  of  other  visits  199 

Number  of  visits  regarding  smoke 

control  areas  905 

Number  of  warning  or  advisory 

letters  sent  «.  47 
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Improvements 

Conversion  from  solid  fuel  to  electricity  5 

Conversion  from  solid  fuel  to  oil  9 

Conversion  from  bituminous  coal  to  smokeless 

fuel  25 

Conversion  from  wood  waste  to  smokeless  fuel  1 

Chimneys  raised  7 

Hand  firing  replaced  by  mechanical  stoking  2 

Im  proved  furnaces  8 

Gas  Ignition  fitted  1 

Inefficient  plant  dismantled  7 

Small  grates  converted  from  coal  to  smokeless 

fuel  23 

Total  88 


tphe  above  changes  include  the  replacement  of  the  following 
amounts  of  bituminous  coal  by  other  sources  of  power  - 

Bituminous  coal  to  electric  power  7 000 

Bituminous  coal  to  oil  3,200 

Bituminous  coal  to  smokeless  fuel  5,123 

15.323  ton 

annually 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956* 

Notifications  of  installation  of  furnaces  (Sec:3)  16 

Prior  approval  given  to  new  furnace  installations  (Sec:3) 
Chimney  heights  recommended  for  approval  (Sec.'lO) 

Chimney  heights  not  recomire nded  for  approval  pending 
amendments  or  submission  of  further  details  4 


Smoke  Control  Areas* 

Early  in  the  year  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  requested  all  local  authorities  in  the  "Black  Areas" 
including  Birkenhead ) to  submit  a 5 year  plan  for  the  creation  of 
smoke  control  areas  and  to  indicate  what  their  total  programme 
would  be  and  the  estimated  number  of  years  it  would  take  to 
complete  it*  A survey  was  undertaken  on  the  basis  of  a visit  to 
10$  of  the  houses  in  a large  part  of  the  Boroughc 


<3  CO 
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The  following  programme  was  submitted 

Areas  to  be  dealt  with  in  five  year  programme. 


No; 

Area 

Acreage 

No  of  ] 

1 

Woodchurch 

594 

2444 

2 

Saughall  Mas si e 

880 

1302 

3 

Upton 

281 

614 

4 

Thmgwall 

981 

641 

5 

Prenton 

578 

1639 

6 

Noctorum 

894 

9 CD 

7 

Bids ton 

443 

62 

8 

Hr  Tranmere(part) 

235 

1798 

TOTALS 

4886 

9400 

These  areas  cover  approximately  57 % of  the  Borough  and  contain 

nearly  one  quarter  of  all  the  houses 

The  Council  reserved  the  right  to  alter  the  order  in  which  they 
would  deal  with  these  areas  and  gave  instructions  for  further  areas 
at  the  North  end  of  the  Borough  to  be  surveyed 

They  also  decided  that  they  would  deal  with  the  whole  of  the 
Borough  in  the  next  20  years 

Inspectors  carrying  out  the  surveys  are  generally  well 
received,.  The  interest  shown  and  the  favourable  comments  by 
householders  on  the  idea  of  smoke  control  areas  were  greater  than 
had  been  expected, 

Ra » 1 ways. 

The  coal  fired  locomotives  at  stations  depots  and  during 
shunting  operations  continue  to  cause  nuisance  by  excessive  smoke  and 
from  the  products  of  combustion  emitted  at  low  levels.  Frequent 
observations  have  been  made  and  re  presentations  to  the  Railway 
Authority  have  resulted  in  some  improvement  in  the  standard  of 
operation.  During  the  year  three  steam  shunting  locomotives  have 
been  replaced  by  diesel  and  two  passenger  locomotive  swill  be 
replaced  early  in  January  i960  by  the  new  diesel  trains  between 
New  Brighton  and  Wrexham.  The  Railway  authority  have  also  said 
that  it  is  expected  that  on  or  before  September  i960  the  local 
services  between  Birkenhead  Woodside  and  Chester  will  be  worked 
by  diesel  multiple  units.  This*  when  it  comes  about*  will  show 
very  considerable  improvement  at  the  Station  and  in  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  coal  fired  locomotives  at  the  depots*  but  it  is 
likely  to  be  many  years  before  the  last  coal  fired  steam  locomotive 
is  finally  replaced. 
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Sh i pping. 

During  the  year  134  observations  and  118  visits  were  made 
concerning  excessive  smoke  from  vessels  lying  within  the  Borough 
boundaries,  and  warning  or  advisory  letters  have  been  sent  to  a 
number  of  the  offenders  owners.  These  have  led  to  a better  standard 
of  operation  and  attention  in  the  case  of  the  larger  sea-going 
vessels,  especially  those  of  the  regular  trading  Companies.  The 
smaller  hand-fired  bituminous  coal  burning  vessels  continue  to  be  bad 
offenders  but  here  their  numbers  are  being  steadily  reduced,  by 
conversion  of  existing  vessels  to  oil  firing  or  replacement  by  new 
diesel  engined  vessels.  The  Corporation's  own  coal  fired  Ferry 
Steamers  are  due  to  be  replaced  shortly  by  new  diesel  vessels. 

There  will  remain  a number  of  bituminous  coal  burning  vessels, 
with  natural  draught,  which  the  owners  will  not  consider  suitable  for 
conversion  due  to  age,  but  are  likely  to  remain  in  service  for  some 
years.  One  has  successfully  used  smokeless  coal  at  the  department's 
suggestion  and  the  owners  promise  to  continue  its  use,  although  in 
the  case  of  other  similar  vessels  they  say  it  is  unsuitable.  Another 
vessel  has  been  fitted  with  a system  of  forced  draught  by  steam  jets 
and  the  owners  report  very  favourably  on  it,  and  propose  to  fit  the 
remainder  of  their  small  fleet  of  vessels.  This  shows  a big  improve- 
ment in  the  smoke  emission,  but  the  100%  remedy  for  this  type  of 
vessel,  if  not  being  converted  to  oil,  is  the  use  of  smokeless  coal 
with  some  form  of  assisted  draught. 

EXTERMINATION  OF  PESTS. 

Rats  and  Mices 

(a)  In  Sewers.  All  sewer  manholes,  except  those  found  to  be  free 
from  infestation  on  "test  baiting",  were  treated  twice  during 
the  year.  Tills  is  in  accordance  with  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


No,  of  manholes  baited  7699 

No  of  'partial0  takes  recorded  86 

No,  of  complete0  takes  recorded  2996 

No,  of  manholes  “test  baited0  1810 

(b)  In  surface  Premises. 

No,  of  premises  inspected  737 

No  of  premises  found  to  be  infested 

with  rats  or  mice  466 

No,  of  treatments  by  rodent  operator  324 

Total  number  of  visits  by  rodent  operator  1188 

Total  number  of  visits  by  Public  Health 

Inspectors  190 


P i geons. 

A number  of  complaints  was  received  concerning  nuisance  caused 
by  wild  pigeons.  There  are  many  flocks  in  various  residential  areas 
of  the  town.  They  cause  nuisance  by  fouling  buildings,  and  pavements. 
They  enter  roof  spaces  and  establish  nesting  places  very  often  in 
inaccessible  places.  In  some  cases  roof  spaces  have  been  covered  with 
droppings  and  rotting  carcases  have  to  be  removed. 
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In  spite  of  the  nuisance  caused  members  of  the  public  continue 
to  encourage  pigeons  by  scattering  food  for  them  over  gardens  and 
streets. 

Discussions  with  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  have  taken  place  but  before  suitable  action  can  be  taken 
the  Minister’s  authority  must  be  obtained  and  this  is  not  normally 
given. 

Public  opinion,  too,  may  be  against  large  scale  operations  for 
the  destruction  of  pigeons. 


Insect  Pests. 

No  of  houses  involved  89 
No  of  rooms  treated  224 
Other  premises  Nil 
Verminous  articles  treated  7 
Verminous  persons  cleansed  4 


A nominal  charge  is  made  for  this  work. 

9 occupiers  of  19  premises  retain  the  services  of  the  rodent 
operator  to  make  regular  visits  to  their  premises  throughout  the 
year  to  keep  them  free  from  rats,  mice  and  insect  pests. 

Disinfection. 

3 rooms  in  3 houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  disinfection  of  3 lots  of  bedding. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  I88L  Section  90  - PiG  KEEPING, 

One  new  application  for  permission  to  keep  pigs  was  granted, 

11  piggeries  ceased  to  operate. 

There  are  now  27  pig-keepers  in  the  Borough. 

NOISE  NUISANCES. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Sec:  83  of  the  Birkenhead  Corporation 
Act  1954  the  Local  Authority  are  empowered  to  deal  with  noise 
nuisances  as  nuisances  within  the  meaning  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936. 


Several  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  but  all  except 
one  were  of  a trivial  nature. 

The  genuine  case  was  of  noise  from  a factory  where  large 
castings  are  ground  smooth  by  hand  grinders.  It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  find  a solution  in  such  a case  and  the  only  permanent 
one  may  be  the  complete  cessation  of  the  process  which  produces  the 
noise. 
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BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1930^ Section  68  - CARAVANS  etc. 

Two  applications  in  respect  of  3 caravans  were  received.  Both 
were  in  connection  with  large  civil  engineering  works  where  it  was 
necessary  for  men  to  be  on  or  near  the  site  at  all  times. 

The  applications  were  granted  for  the  period  of  contract. 

THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS  AMD  CINEMAS. 

10  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  These  premises  are  well 
conducted  and  defects  speedily  remedied  by  the  proprietors. 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933- 

The  departrrent  is  responsible  for  the  issue  of  licences  to 
persons,  other  than  pharmacists,  who  sell  by  retail  those  poisons 
set  out  in  Part  II  of  the  Poisons  List. 


New  licences  issued  during  the  year  8 
Licences  renewed  during  the  year  173 
Change  of  address  Nil 
No,  of  visits  to  shops  182 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  the 
undermentioned  premises  have  been  included  in  the  Statutory  Register. 

Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  and  1 

storage  of  Rag  Flock 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  5 

of  new  upholstery 

18  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  undermentioned 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  prescribed  analyst  for  analysis 


Passed  Failed 


Rag  Flock  3 
Hair  1 
Cotton  Felt  1 
Got ton  Mill  Puffs  2 
Feathers  1 
Fibre  1 


9 


Total 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES* 

No  applications  for  the  establishment  of  new  trades  were 
received. 
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THE  BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1954, 

Register  of  Barbers  and  Hairdressers, 

New  registrations  during  the  year  6 

Number  on  register  at  end  of  year  138 

Number  of  visits  to  hairdressers 

premises  21 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 


I INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors ) . 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3,4  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

71 

32 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authori ty 

459 

161 

7 

iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out -workers" 
premises) 

24 

23 

TOTAL 

554 

216 

8 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND, 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S  I) 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Overcrowding  (S„2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S3) 

= 

- 

= 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S  4) 

' 

' 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M, 
Inspector 

(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (So  6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Ac  t (no  t including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

- 

= 

- 

- 

- 

= 

„ 

_ 

_ 

8 

10 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

9 

11 

- 

7 

- 

PART  VIM  OF  THE  ACT, 

Outwork  (Sections  HO  and  IIS). 

Pour  outworkers  were  included  in  the  August  list  required  by 
Section  110(1)  (c)  as  making,  etc.  wearing  apparel. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  milk  supply  to  Birkenhead  is  from 
five  wholesale  processors  and  bottlers*  a large  proportion  coining 
from  the  two  plants  situated  within  the  Borough,  which  process  a 
total  of  172,500  gallons  of  milk  each  week. 

Supervision  and  sampling  control  are  therefore  directed 
mainly  at  these  2 places  and  samples  are  also  taken  from  milk  sold 
in  the  Borough  but  originating  elsewhere.  It  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  say  that  in  spite  of  the  unusually  prolonged  hot  weather 
during  the  year,  the  excellent  record  of  the  past  has  been  repeated 

During  the  year  12  complaints  were  received  regarding  foreign 
material  in  milk,  eight  of  these  being  in  respect  of  school  milk 
Fragments  of  glass  were  found  in  four  cases  , a halfpenny,  two  milk 
tokens,  an  old  foil  cap  and  a fly  in  other  cases » and  miscellaneous 
foreign  matter  in  four  other  cases.  In  addition  3 complaints  were 
received  in  respect  of  milk  supplied  in  dirty  bottles. 

In  all  cases  the  bottlers  of  the  milk  were  cautioned 

The  numbers  of  registered  dairies  and  dairymen  and  of 
licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (especial  Designation;  Regulations 


are  ° 

No  of  registered  dairies  43 

No  of  registered  dairymen  229 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  "Pateurised  Milk  211 

0 Tuberculin  Tested  116 

Milk 

" 1 0 'Sterilised  Milk  135 

Processor" s Licences  to  pasteurise  milk  2 

Number  of  visits  to  dairymen'' s premises  246 


Bacteriological  examination  of  milk. 

Samples  were  submitted  with  the  following  results 


Passed 

Failed 

Total 

Pasteurised  milk 

91 

3 

94 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk 

67 

3 

70 

Sterilised  milk 

62 

- 

62 

220 

6 

226 

The  6 sanples  which  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  were 
taken  when  the  average  shade  temperature  exceeded  65^  and  the 
tests  were  therefore  null  and  void® 


t 
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Chemical  Analysis  of  Milk. 

213  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis  :- 

194  samples  were  reported  as  genuine 
11  samples  were  reported  as  deficient  of  fat 

6 samples  were  reported  as  deficient  of  fat  and 
naturally  deficient  of  non- fatty  solids 

2 samples  reported  as  containing  added  water 

Of  the  genuine  samples  15  were  naturally  deficient  of  non-fatty 
solids. 

All  the  samples  adversely  reported  upon  were  taken  in  the  course 
of  delivery  to  the  wholesale  dairies. 

The  two  samples  which  contained  added  water  were  from  one 
farrrero  When  formal  samples  were  taken  they  were  reported  as  being 
naturally  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids.  In  this  case  and  in  3 other 
cases  where  the  bulked  milk  was  naturally  deficient  in  non-fatty 
solids,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture's  Advisory  Department  was  asked 
to  assist  the  procedure  to  improve  the  quality. 

The  11  samples  of  milk  deficient  in  fat  were  from  6 farmers. 

In  all  cases  the  fat  content  of  milk  in  other  churns  of  the  same 
consignment  made  up  for  the  deficiency  so  that  the  bulked  milk  of 
each  farmer  was  satisfactory. 

The  6 samples  deficient  in  fat  and  naturally  deficient  in 
non-fatty  solids  were  from  4 farirers.  The  bulked  milk  in  all  cases 
was  satisfactory  in  fat  content  and  non-fatty  solids. 


Ice  Cream, 

The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  quality  set  during  the 
previous  years  has  been  maintained.  Routine  inspection  and  samplin0 
has  shown  that  the  Regulations  governing  the  manufacture  and 
handling  of  ice  cream  are  being  fully  implemented  by  the  trade  so 
that  ice  cream  can  fairly  be  regarded  as  a nutritive  and  hygienic 
commodity. 

Details  of  the  premises  retained  on  the  Statutory  Register  are 


as  follows  : - 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Pasteurised  Ice  Cream  14 
Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Gold  Mix  Ice  Cream  13 
Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Lolly  Ices  only  8 
Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  and/or  Lolly  Ices  531 
Number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  231 
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There  is  a number  of  premises  included  in  tie  above  figures 
from  the  register,  at  which  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  Is  not 
very  regular  or  frequent.  The  tendency  of  late  years  has  been  for 
retailers  to  handle  supplies  from  wholesale  manufacturers  ard 
supplement  these  if  required,  during  peak  periods  of  cons umpt ion, 
with  ice  cream  of  their  own  manufacture 

54  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
analysis  during  the  year  and  reported  upon  as  follows  - 


Samples  of  Ice  Cream  placed  in  Grade  I 61 

II  12 

III  4 

0 0 IV  10 


87 

In  connection  with  the  Grade  IV  samples,  further  samples  of 
ice  cream  mix  or  rinses  from  plant  and  equipment  were  taken  in 
order  to  find  the  cause  of  the  failure  to  reach  the  required 
standard* 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 

Once  again  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  state 
of  the  raw  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  meat  products  A 
total  of  506  samples  of  manufacturing  meat  and  offal  were  submitted 
to  the  laboratory*  This  resulted  in  the  finding  of  two  Salmonella 
food  poisoning  organisms  - Salmonella  bovis  morbificans  and 
Salmonella  manchester*  Swabs  were  taken  at  the  food  preparing 
premises  following  each  report  and  these  proved  that  no  residual 
infection  had  been  left  by  the  infected  meat 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  progress  reported  in  previous  years  regarding  the 
improved  standards  of  cleanliness,  equipment  and  construction  of 
food  premises  has  been  maintained*  The  general  position  is  that  the 
managements  of  the  majority  of  food  businesses  have  now  brought  their 
premises  beyond  the  legal  requirements  of  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations  1955  and  are  very  co-operative  in  adopting  any 
suggestions  made  by  members  of  the  department  for  the  improvement 
of  their  premises  or  food  handling  techniques*  The  main  difficulties 
are  experienced  with  the  smaller  establishments  which,  due  in  the 
most  part  to  financial  difficulties  or  bad  management,  fail  to 
keep  their  premises  in  satisfactory  order*  It  is  then  that  notices 
are  served  and  further  visits  made  to  ensure  that  the  position  does 
not  deteriorate  and  that  the  necessary  work  to  comply  with  the 
regulations  is  carried  out*  In  a few  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to 
threaten  legal  action  before  notices  have  been  complied  with*  One 
person  was  prosecuted  for  smoking  while  handling  food.  He  was  fined 
£5o  0Q  Go  with  £3 . 3,  0* ■ costs. 

It  must  be  appreciated  that  the  routine  inspection  of  food 
premises  is  limited  by  the  time  available  and  that  the  general 
public  could  greatly  help  the  work  of  the  department  in  procuring 
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the  hygienic  handling  of  food  by  refusing  food  which  is  unsatisfact- 
orily displayed  or  handled.  Ejy  this  action  they  would  ensure  that 
the  standards  advocated  by  the  Inspectors  are  adhered  to  at  all  times. 

The  position  in  the  case  of  new  buildings  is  greatly  helped  by  the 
fact  that  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  department  sends  plans  of  all  new 
buildings  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  department  for 
scrutiny  and  comment  concerning  the  construction  and  equipment.  The 
recommendations  made  do  not  usually  entail  any  additional  expense  at 
the  time  of  building  but  would  cost  a great  deal  if  they  had  to  be 
carried  out  after  the  building  had  been  completed. 

One  new  meat  products  factory  for  the  preparation  and  pre- 
packing  of  meat  and  meat  products  was  completed  during  the  year.  This 
is  run  on  the  most  modem  lines  and  is  possibly  setting  the  pattern 
for  the  meat  trade  of  the  future.  At  this  factory  meat  and  meat 
products  are  pre-packed,  refrigerated,  dispatched  and  then  sold  from 
refrigerated  counters  in  the  retail  shops. 

Three  large  self-service  food  stores  were  completed  and  opened. 
These  are  designed  to  give  a complete  range  of  foods  to  the  shopper, 
provision  being  made  for  the  cutting-up  and  pre-wrapping  of  the  more 
perishable  foods  on  the  premises.  In  some  cases  a date  stamp  is  used 
on  the  packages.  This  has  obvious  advantages  both  to  the  shop  staff 
and  the  customers  and  could  be  more  universally  used. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  some  progress  was  made  in  the 
improvement  of  stalls  in  the  market.  This  work  was  rather  slow  and  a 
total  of  37  notices  were  served  on  the  occupiers.  Approximately  a 
third  of  these  have  been  complied  with  and  early  completion  has  been 
promised  in  the  case  of  the  outstanding  items. 

The  number  of  registered  Pood  Hawkers  has  increased  from  15  to 
31  during  the  course  of  the  year,  these  operate  mainly  in  the  Prenton, 
Woodchurch  and  Overchurch  areas  of  the  Borough.  The  standards  of 
cleanliness,  equipment  and  construction  of  the  vehicles  is  good.  This 
is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  no  complaints  of  unsatisfactory 
conditions  or  unsound  food  being  sold  from  Mobile  Shops  have  been 
received. 

Hie  following  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 


and  Drugs  Act,  1955:- 

Fish  Fryers  94 

Butchers  manufacturing 

sausages  71 

Chicken  roasting  5 

Cooked  meat  manufacturers  13 

Pickle  manufacturers  2 


185 

Premises  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Birkenhead 
Corporation  Act,  1954 

Food  hawkers  and  their  premises  (Sec: 102)  31 

Vendors  of  shell  fish  and  their  premises  (Sec, 103)  34 
Notification  of  new  food  premises  (Sec: 101)  14 

During  the  course  of  the  year  a total  of  2495  inspections  and  438  re- 
inspectdFbns  were  made  93  notices  were  served  and  46  verbal  notices  were 
given,  The  notices  contained  617  items. 
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For  the  same  period,  57  written  notices  end  57  verbal  notices  were 
complied  with  and  a total  of  781  defects  and  contraventions  were  remedied 
Details  of  these  figures  can  be  seen  in  the  summary 


Summary  of  inspections  and  Defects  remedied 


Cafes 

and 

Canteens 

Food 

Preparing 

Premises 

Licensed 

Premises 

Food 

Shops 

Food 

Stalls 

Hawkers 

Totals 

No.  of  premises 

142 

185 

124 

878 

122 

1451 

No . of  in sp ec t ion s 

327 

301 

6 

678 

222 

1534 

No.  of  re- inspections 

149 

28 

2 

197 

4 

380 

Defects  and  Contraventions 

External  structural  defects 

•emedied, 

2 

7 

9 

Drains  cleansed,  altered  or 
relaid 

3 

2 

„ 

6 

11 

Water  closets  repaired  or 
limewashed 

2 

. 

29 

_ 

31 

Sanitary  accommodation 
provided 

- 

1 

= 

1 

- 

2 

Walls  repaired,  cleansed 
or  re-decorated 

191 

31 

5 

161 

4 

392 

Ceilings  repaired, cleansed 
or  re-decorated 

43 

6 

1 

36 

86 

Floors  and  staircases 
repaired  or  cleansed 

1 

7 

= 

11 

- 

19 

Doors  and  windows  repaired, 
cleansed  or  re -decorated 

= 

13 

13 

Ventilation  or  artificial 
lighting  improved  or 
provided 

1 

1 

Dirty  premises  cleansed 

1 

1 

- 

5 

- 

7 

Space  heating  provided 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Wash-basins  provided  or 
renewed 

1 

22 

- 

23 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed 

3 

- 

9 

- 

12 

Hot  or  cold  water  supply 
provided 

9 

- 

2 

63 

3 

77 

Waste  pipes  repaired 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

Drainer  boards  provided 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Towels,  soap  or  nail  brush 
provided 

10 

2 

- 

17 

- 

29 

Notices  regarding  the 
washing  of  hands  provided 

1 

- 

- 

7 

- 

8 

Cloakroom  or  locker 
accommodation  for  clothes 
provided 

3 

8 

11 

First  aid  equipment 
provided 

4 

=> 

- 

9 

- 

13 

Protection  from 
contamination  of  food 

5 

10 

5 

20 

Additional  dust  bins 
provided 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

4 

Rat  or  mice  infestations, 
eradicated  and  proofing 

= 

- 

-• 

3 

- 

3 

Name  and  address  displayed 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

284 

50 

8 

425 

14 

781 
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S”OPS  ACT,  I960. 

591  inspections  and  31  re-inspections  were  made  under  this  Act. 

One  notice  was  served  and  two  contraventions  were  remedied 
during  the  year* 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955- 

Analysis  of  Food  (other  than  Milk). 

199  samples  of  various  types  of  food  and  drugs  (in  addition  to 
213  samples  of  milk  previously  referred  to)  were  obtained  and  submitted 
for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  - Tennyson  Harris,  Esq.,  Ph.C. 
P.P.So,  F.R. I*  C°  , whose  help  and  co-operation  are  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Samples  of  icing  sugar,  milk  cocktail,  antiseptic  lozenges 
and  glace  cherries  were  found  to  be  incorrectly  labelled.  In  all 
cases  the  attention  of  the  manufacturer  or  packer  was  drawn  to  the 
offence  and  the  labels  changed. 

Two  samples  of  imported  evaporated  milk  were  found  to  be 
slightly  deficient  of  fate  The  importers  were  notified  and  later 
samples  were  found  to  be  of  the  correct  standard » 

Unsound  Food. 

The  inspection  of  food  in  shops,  warehouses,  canteens,  etc., 
was  carried  out  b^  all  the  public  health  inspectors.  All  condemned 
food  was  collected  and  disposed  of  - mainly  by  tipping  on  the 
Corporation  tip  - under  supervision,  following  list  shows  the 

types  and  quantities  of  food  dealt  with. 

Canned  and  Bottled  Goods  °- 


Meat 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Fish 


2110 

10874 

780 


Preserves 

Puddings 


566 

886 

284 

194 


Cake 

Caulifl ower 
Cheese 
Cherries 
Cereals 

Cream  and  fondu 


Bacon 

Black  Puddings 


190  lbs 
40  lbs 
36  lbs 


2 dozen 
62  lbs 
60  chips 


Juice  (Fruit) 

Pastes  (Meat  and  Fish) 

Potatoes 

Poultry 

Miscellaneous 


37  lbs 
46  lbs 
84  lbs 
16  lbs 
39  lbs 


aneous 
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Food  Complaints* 

32  complaints  were  received  regarding  food  alleged  to  be  unfit 
for  consumption*  These  all  alleged  that  some  foreign  object  or 
substance  was  found  in  the  food. 

All  cases  were  investigated  with  the  manufacturers  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  some  fault  in  the  processing  or  storage  was 
indicated  In  a number  of  cases  doubt  arose  as  to  whether  the 
foreign  object  was  actually  in  the  food  at  the  time  of  purchase. 

Bread  and  confectionery  were  the  canmodities  giving  rise  to 
the  largest  number  of  complaints  - 12  in  all. 

Iii  four  cases  prepacked  confectionery  was  found  to  be 
affected  with  mould*  and  a piece  of  glass  was  alleged  to  have  been 
found  in  an  apple  tart.  Seven  complaints  were  received  about 
bread;  four  being  in  respect  of  foreign  matter  or  grease  in  the  loaf; 
two  concerning  bread  which  contained  mould  and  one  regarding  a nail 
in  a fruit  loaf.  In  a case  where  a loaf  contained  dirt  and  an 
insect  a summons  was  issued  and  a fine  of  £5  imposed. 

Eight  complaints  were  received  about  various  meat  products 
Seven  of  these  concerned  meat  pies  or  sausages  which  contained 
foreign  objects  or  were  affected  with  mould  and  one  concerned 
sliced  corned  beef  contaminated  with  maggots  The  manufacturers 
or  sellers  were  cautioned  in  all  cases. 

Butter  was  affected  with  mould  in  two  cases  and  a small  piece 
of  wood  was  found  on  another  occasion. 

The  larva  of  the  cocoa  bean  moth  (ephestia  elutella.  was  found 
j in  a packet  of  chocolates*  and  a number  of  insects  were  found  in  a 

jl  packet  of  pickling  spice.  The  packers  were  cautioned  in  these 
|l  cases. 

The  other  complaints  were  of  flies  alleged  to  have  been 
| found  in  a bottle  of  lemonade*  prunes  affected  with  mould* 
potato  crisps  containing  foreign  matter  and  sweets  containing 
a brush  bristle.  No  action  was  taken  in  these  cases 


i 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

This  section  of  the  report  details  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Veterinary  Officer  and  the  staff  of  Meat  Inspectors . 

During  the  year  151,749  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  Borough:- 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

1959 

46467 

57 

97841 

7384 

The  numbers  show  a decrease  from  the  previous  year  - 151,749 
as  compared  with  152,056  in  1958- 


All  animals  slaughtered  were  subject  to  ante  and  post-mortem 
inspection . 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sleep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

46  467 

57 

97841 

7384 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

46  467 

57 

97841 

7384 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

Miole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

42 

= 

= 

81 

20402 

2 

526  9 8 

384 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

43.9 

3 5 

54 

6.2 

Tuberculosis  onl$*  = 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

104 

nil 

nil 

2 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4593 

nil 

nil 

88 

- 

9 . 8 

nil 

nil 

1.2 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

5 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Weight  of  condemned  carcases  and  portions 
Weight  of  condemned  offal  and  portions 

TOTAL 


54  tons  16 • cwts 
250  tons  15  cwts 
305  tons  11  cwts 
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Slaughtering  has  continued  seven  days  a week,  which  makes  it 
exceedingly  difficult  to  maintain  adequate  inspection  Sunday 
work  is  reflected  in  the  cost  of  overtime  worked  by  the  staff 
Tribute  must  be  paid  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  way  in 
which  the  burden  of  Sunday  work  and  indeed  other  overtime  is 
regularly  undertaken 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that,  although  efforts  have  been 
made  to  stop  Sunday  work  the  trade  appears  adamant  that  it  is 
necessary.  In  theses  days  of  adequate  cold  storage  and  modern 
transport , it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  Sunday  slaughtering 
is  necessary.  It  places  a burden  on  Meat  Inspection  Staff  and 
increases  the  cost  of  meat  inspection  quite  unnecessarily, 

EMERGENCY  SLAUGHTER, 

Some  emergency  slaughtering  was  carried  out  on  farms  and  the 
carcases  brought  to  Tranmere  Abattoir  for  examination, 

141  animals  were  received  into  Tranmere  Abattoir  for 
emergency  slaughter.  47  of  these  animals  were  condemned , while  the 
remainder  it  was  only  necessary  to  condemn  part  or  offal  only. 

Cattle  reactors  to  the  tuberculin  test  were  sent  to  Tranmere 
Abattoir  for  slaughter. 

WOODS  IDE  LA  I RAGE, 

This  is  the  Wharf  for  foreign  animals  to  be  landed  prior  to 
slaughter  or  for  store  cattle  to  be  distributed  to  the  farming 
community 

The  co-operation  between  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  who 
administer  this  Lair  age  and  this  branch  of  the  Health  Department 
has  continued  in  the  usual  pleasant  way.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  high  and  there  is  constant  endeavour  to  have  high 
standards  of  food  hygiene. 

IMPORTED  MEAT, 

Check  inspections  of  imported  meat  in  wholesale  Depots  v/ere 
carried  out  during  the  year.  In  all  95  visits  were  paid' to 
Wholesale  Depots.  As  a result  of  the  inspections  6 cwts  of  Beef , 

S3  lbs  Ox  Liver,  90  lbs  Lamb,  20  lbs  Pork,  65  lbs  Ham  and  12  tins 
of  other  varieties  of  meat  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 

EXPORT  OF  MEAT  PRODUCTS, 

During  the  year  the  Veterinary  Officer  issued  licences  to  gut 
scraping  firms  for  152  tierces  (42  gallon  casks)  of  beef  rounds, 
middles  or  sheep  casings,  for  shipment  abroad,  following  visits 
to  the  factories  and  inspections  of  the  products. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESEARCH. 

In  connection  with  an  investigation  of  Salmonellae  in  pigs, 
regular  post  mortem  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  The  total  number  collected  was  in  the  region  of  1500. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  1933  - 1954. 

64  renewals  of  licences,  and  one  new  licence,  were  granted  during 
the  year.  The  standard  of  work  of  the  slaughtermen  was  high.  There 
was  no  need  for  prosecutions  or  even  cautions. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950. 

Work  has  involved 

1.  The  granting  of  licences  to  owners  of  livestock  for  the 
movement  of  animals  when  restrictions  are  in  operation  - this 
involves  a large  number  of  licences. 

2.  Swine  Fever  Order,  1938. 

There  were  2 confirmed  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever  in  the  Borough 
necessitating  the  slaughter  of  all  pigs  on  the  premises. 
Fortunately  it  was  possible  to  salvage  much  of  the  pork  as  the 
majority  of  the  pigs  were  unaffected. 

3.  The  routine  inspection  of  dairy  cows  of  seventeen  dairy  herds 
within  the  Borough.  No  case  of  tuberculosis  was  detected. 

4.  Visits  to  local  farms  in  connection  with  publicity  about 
warble  fly  infestation. 

5.  Visits  to  Taylor  Street  Cattle  Sidings  were  made  when  necessary 
to  supervise  live  animals  in  transit  to  see  that  cruelty  was 
avoided,  to  prevent  any  sick  animals  from  further  travel  and 
to  take  precautions  against  anthrax.  No  animals  were  found 
dead  in  trucks  during  the  year. 

6.  22  visits  were  paid  to  premises  containing  new  store  pigs. 

101  pigs  were  examined  to  ensure  freedom  from  swine  fever. 

7.  Frequent  visits  were  paid  to  live  poultry  dealers  and  breeders 
and  to  the  Market.  • No  contraventions  of  the  Live  Poultry 
Restrictions  Order  1954,  were  found. 

8.  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957. 

No  new  applications  for  licences  under  this  order  were  received. 

9.  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order,  1928  , 

H.M.  Customs  & Excise  reported  no  infringement  under  this  Order. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 . 

There  are  fifteen  establishments  in  the  town.  All  premises  were 
well  maintained  during  the  year  and  there  were  no  contraventions  of 
the  Act.  Visits  by  inspectors  were  regular  and  often. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  ANIMAL  FEEDING  MEAT. 
(Birkenhead  Corporation  Act  1954  Section  98). 

One  new  application  was  received  during  the  year  and  was 
approved. 


